2% The main argument for early action 1s that proscription is a
long overdue step against an organisation which is essentially a
criminal conspiracy aimed at killing, often indiscriminately,
members of the ninority community. Similar organisations (the IRA,
pvF, INLA et al) are already proscribed. Any credibility our
current policy may have depends on the proposition that it is the
UFF which does the killing but nobody in Northern Ireland or the
Republic now believes that the UFF and the UDA are distinct
organisations. Nor do we. On that basis the sooner the UDA is
panned the sooner the Government will gain more credibility,
particularly with the UDA’s main victims, the nationalist part of
the community, when it asserts that it has an even-handed approach
to paramilitary violence.



