ALLMONE @R vther centros of pepulation WMLherto hinoest UNLO UL Gy , 6%
“AN Jdomanstivted Just hetore the truoe, In whort eha intensity of
the LRA campatgn will reach w new level demunding & response from the
Security Forces greater than anything we have aohlieved £o far,

T No diftferentiation is made between Lhe Offftcial and Provis lonal

wWings, The latter are more likely to resume hostilitien filrse, but
the fommer can hardly afford not to follow sult,

Ihe R Thoeas

8. The major threat from the UDA is that their militant action will
lead to widespread intersectarian conflict and eventually civil wmar,
although strenvous military action against the IRA should prevent

the latier, Nevertheless, assuming that civil war 1s averted and

an anti IRA campaign begun in earnest, the UDA could be an constant
source of irritation and worry to the Security Forces, Their

strength is now approximately 25,000 of which about 12,000 are in
Selfast, Having tasted power, they will no doubt attempt to influence
both the politicel and military situation. They will demand to assist
the Security Forces in their task; they will_bggr;;ade their own areas
and generally provoke.trouble on the ingerfacgs. They may indulge

" in indiscriminate shooting into Catholic areas. ALl this will increase
Catholic support for the IRA and lend credeﬁce to théir claim that chey
are defending the minority, It will be even more necessary to acquiesce
in unarmed UDA patrolling and barricgding of Protestant areas, Although
‘no interference with Se;urity Forces action could be tolerated, it would
be as well to make the most of the situation and obtain some security
benerit from UDA control of their own areas. Indeed it is arguable that
Protestant arcas could almost be entirely secured by a éoubingtion ;t
uDA, Orange Volunteers and RUC, It may even be necessary to turn a
blind eye to UDA erms when confined to their own areas.

9, A further threat well within UDA capability is efrective strike

action to bring essential services to 2 halt although this is unlikely

once vigorous Ammy action is in train, Electricity is pnrtxcqlarly.

vulnerable in this respect, N;llthry contingency plons exist to
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