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PROSCRIPTION OF THE UBA

You spoke to the Secretary of State on 3 .Tune about the
proscription of the UDA in the light of note
of 2 June and Mr Buxton's note of 3 June. Mr Buxton and

**** Mr Wyatt were also present. The Secretary of State noted
that proscription would deprive the security forces of
the access which they presently had to those members of the
UDA who were also active in terrorism. He appreciated too
that proscoption would alienate sections of the Protestant
community but was unlikely at least in the long run to do
much to impress the Catholic community, bearing in mind
that its practical effects would be limited. He agreed in

the light of discussion that it would not be right at present
to proscribe the UDA. ‘

The Secretary of State expressed his concern about the way

in which the discovery of arms at the UDA headquarters and
the associated police action would be interpreted, especially
if the UDA was not proscribed. He feared that the Government
and police would not appear impartial, and that even if there
were good reasons for not bringing prosecutions they we
ones which would necessarily be widely understood in the
Catholic community or generally in Great Bpj '

The Secretary of State agreed that he would meet
Constable later in the day. He would say that g?ﬁ:ncgﬁef"
Chief Constable's advice, he would not at presen x
proscribe the UDA; he would express his concern a

forces and so 'by implication the Government we
better light, minimising the effect of hisg
seek proacrlx;tion. decision not to





