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STRARBOURG - BRIGFS FCR ATTCRNTY - CENEPAL

1. At our meeting on 2 August DS10 agreed toe provide information on
2 items for the Attorney-General's background briefing for Strasbourg.

2e Firstly you resuested an exrlanation of the practice of barglng
duatbin lids referred tc in the evidence regarding J Iurrchy. Dustb
118 banping hzs been used for some censiderable time in the Catholic
areas of Nowthern Ireland as e signal to wern the IR. cf the arrroach
of a military -atrel, Househclders are encourared te do this by th
T2A and the*e is evidence that househclders who refuse tc do so are
1iable to intimidation by the IRA. Chbviously the rractice makes the
tasr of the security forces considerably more difficult since it takes
ewav the element of surprise that may be necessary for scome military
operations enabling for examnle wanted TRA men to escape: it also of
ccurse facilitates the setting up of ambushes by the IRA agalnst the
security forces,

3. Secondly vou requested an account of the nrocedures at PHC's ffom

Ausust 1971 to March this year, This has been somewhat more difficult
since as far as H~I have been able to discover detailed instructions

to the military staff at PUC's were not issued or if issued are no lonser
extant vprior to October and November - of last year. Monetheless the
general nicture of military involvement was undoubtedly wmuch the same
before those dates and these instructions largely formulated existing
rrocedures. The one excertion to this is that as far as we areaware
medical examinations of every detainee on entry and release from the

TYC were not instituted until 28 Octeber 1971, Prior to this whilst
doctors were always on hend - prisoners were only examined if they asked
for medical attention or made any complaint, There may however be
excentions to this and in some cases medlcal examinations may have been
undertaken on entrv end relesase, HANI are still checking on this. In
this contedt vou will note from para 38 of the Compton Renort that
medical examinations on entrv and release were undertaken at Ballvkinler
and Magilliean Rerional Zolding Centres,

4, For the initial © Aurust internment creration 3 Regional Tolding
Jentres were establlnhed at Yagilligan, Ballykinler and Girdwood. #n
account of the rrocedures for handling rriscners at these cantres is
contained in Taras 29-40 of the Compton Rerort, Thereafter on 20 Aurust
o Police Yolding Centre was orened at Falace Barracks Holywood and a
firther THC was o-ened at Girdwood on 8th Cetober. In addition from

time to timﬁ(une was made of THC's at Gough Barracks. Armarh and at
B®11vkellv, 5.}.\.'\..“.‘ ..'..,...L .L....g Y Lok VIl owdh
Armogh sdeeaks’ 12 Scbabar ).

5. I enclose for backgound information the following napers:

Be An adni n*qtrat1ve order of 8 iugust 1971 about the setting up
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of the Regional Folding Centres sndisdnasd, Whilst the Regional
Holding Centres wexe distinct from the subseguent FHC's and were
only used for the 9 August wmass arrest operations, they do

the subsequent PYC's, You will ncte especially mara 4 of both
Annex 'A' and 'B' which make clear that the role of the militar

~rovide administrative and other suprort facilities.

b. Ain account of the Arwy's invclverent in the Regional Holding
Centre at Girdwcod. This is believed tc be a brief nrervarsd by
NI for Commion,.

Ce Instructions dated 27 Cctober governing the ilitary staff at
Givdvwood and Tolywoocd. Again vou will noie from rara 4 that the
military duties were largely administrative/suvport, This
insiruetion was superseded bv:

d. Instructions datied 21 Toverber which contain the fullesi
statement of nmilitary resronsibilities. In rarticular note 44
*Tpder no circumstences will any military nerscnnel at the THC
become invelved in the handling of subjects with the excertion of

will any militery perscrnel at the THC become involved in the
interrogation of subjects:' T 'The security of subjects inside the
THC is the responsibility of the RUC. T™e external security of the
DAC's is a military responsibility.’ Tt is cleer from this that
once the arrested verson was handed over to the RI'C on entry to the
THC there should have been no military contact until his release
frer the THC avart from i) the AT at the recention centre (vide 4a
resronsible for nhotogravhing the subiect and handling arrest
docurentation ii) the medical officer responéible for examining the
gubiect on entry and release (vide rara &Y,

e, A -lan of TTelvwood THC marking the rocms occuried by the Army.
Although the MRF occunied a hut in the commound they were in no vay
invclived in the runnins of the ™G,

(_) T, TnetTuctions dated 23 Yoverber '71 to medical officers covering

™mintg, It should be neoted that although the irmy has in fact
normally rrovided most of the medical cover at TIC's because of the
difficulty in obtaining civilian dectors, 2 nanel of 6 civilian
doctors was in fact aprointed in Decembar last vear to assist with
medieal exnminations at Girdwood ond Uplywood and civilian doctors
were also aprointed te be in attendance at Armagh and Zallykelly.

g. Instructions dated 4 December covering the THC at Armash.

do T think rrovide a fairly consistent nicture of the extent of military
involvement cnd will I Hope ancwer T. Sol's queries., 'hilst there is no
cbjectirns to the use of this material for backzround briefing, the
classified documents should not be disclosed in evidence although no
doubt narts of these documents could be rublicly cuoted. If this is
concidered desirable, I should be grateful if you would consult further,
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nonetheless provide a guide to the extent of military involvement in

was a) to rrovide for the external security of the centre =nd b) %o

WO's carrying out medical insrections's 4f '.. under no circumstances’

In snite of the unfortunate gap before Cctcber/November these instructicns

)
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"INVESTIGATIONS ON THE GROUND"

Se If the Commission asks for facilities to

carry out investigations in Northern Ireland, there

are three possibilities open to us: : ;E
\

(a) To refuse. This would not amount to total \’n'

: . . . : 1
non-cooperation with the Commission, for we
could argue that conditions in Northern

Ireland made such an investigation

'inoppoftune, or that it could indeed itgelf
be a cause of unrest, It would be widely ‘Ut"j

believed (and the Irish would make much of

O BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN

this) that we had something to hide., 'Tho

Commission would be even less likely to be
co-operative;_ 4@h9733urse_saems_to_have o
[ » -.s e

_ . NN sty
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() We could a¢ept the Commission's request

and co-operate. This would attrect

criticism in Northern Ireland, and possibly

also in Parliament here, and would encourage

the various front organisations in : -%f‘
Northern Ireland to sexrve up &all the old

/complainta
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complaints and many new ones, and in

shorb, enjoy & propagenda field-aeye.

We couid delay our acceptance of the
commission's request by arguing that &
request o vigit Northern Irelend alone
indicated & partial:approach o a much wider :
problem, 8rd gince it is recognised that the
situation goes wider than Nérthern Ireland
tnat we would be prepared to.consider their

request when we &3W that they had &

properly jmpartial approech, {nvolving

investigations of the Dublin HQs, of training
areas in the Republic, and of ASU pases alanf(

the BordeT, etc.

Of the three thie last seens nost attractive.
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