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NOTE FOR THE RECORD

MEETING OF H DIVISTION TOCAL SECURITY
1980 AT WARRENPOINT.

Mr Treland and T attended this meeting on behalf of the NIO.
After the 1ast meeting (when only one councillor attended) the
local councillors had clearly been chastised by the Divisional
Commander and 7 of them attended: Mrs Cromie, Mrs Smyth, Mr Morrow,
Mr Willismson. Mr Moffat, Dr MeVerry and Mr Russell. The official
side was 12, with Superintendent Dixon in the chair, and Wing-
Commander Higsinson was also present.

2, Tt was = lively meeting. Mrs Smyth and Mr Morrow opened by
eynraseing concern =t the seecurity situation in South Armagh and
saving the Seeurity Forces and the Government should do "something".
When asked what, the only suprestion was that forces should be

moved from the nuieter areas to the border. More troops and police
ehould be visihle. even if more desths resulted - it was part of
their ioh. SRS then joined the argument by suggesting that
there =hould be helieconter punships to shoot people behaving
suenicionsly and thst terrorists shonld be burnt in their cars.

The Security Forces replied that the problem was not shortage of
men but shortace of information: even those who eclaimed to be '

'‘Tovalist' did not report suspicious inecidents.

Z, The disecussion then turned to the flying of a tricolour in i
Camloneh =nd the daubing of IRA slopans. This enraged Mrs Smyth
more than the recent murders and prompted 2 shouting match between

her ("it n nrovocstion") and Mr Williamson (Alliance) ("yon're
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being mnrovoked™ ).

4 . eSS +ven roised the case of a 'loyal Protestant woman'
from Newcastle who hsd been interropated in Gough Barracka about

5 series of serious crimes (one of her close associates had been
eharred with these crimes). What, sked, were the police doing
nuestionine this woman when Republican terrorists were getting
awav? Superintendent Symington, WNeweastle RUC, (who had clearly
heen involved in the case and thought the woman concerned &
thorengh villain), retorted that GENER ves displaying double
etandsrds. He also outlined the Bennett eafeguards and the
onnortunities for her to complain about her trestment. A furth
row among the councillors then ensued, with three 4
Mr Morrow and Mr Moffat wanted any suspect, Frd 't
+o he ruthlessly interrogasted st Gough; Mrs Smyt
+reatment confined to 'Catholic-IRA' suspects) |
wanted no-one, Protestant or Catholic, interrogated i
rnolice were completely satisfied they were gui ﬁﬁh

5. Other complaints included:the UDR were not depi
the border "ss the Bs had been"; rll parties at Wes
determinad to destroy the Ulster majority" thy

following "an appeasement policy"; the lack
dition: and the failure to protect the e¢
The meeting concluded with a good speech
penutv Commander % Brigsde, about the need
our civilised behaviour despite the atroc
about the need to colleect evidence admissl
emphasising that not once had any

on him in planning or carrying out se

il "

40

Y

- |

o T




