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My name is Anne Cadwallader and I am a staff member of the Pat Finucane Centre. The Centre is named 
after Geraldine Finucane’s husband, Pat, because we – like him – believe in the potential of the rule of 
law, impartially administered, to uphold human rights and thus prevent and even resolve conflict.  

As you are hearing, I am English. Since 1981, I have covered the conflict in Ireland on both sides of the 
border, first with the BBC in Belfast, then for the Irish Press, RTE, Reuters and many other media 
organisations. 

When I began working for the Pat Finucane Centre five years ago, the bulk of the research on which the 
book we published last year, Lethal Allies: British Collusion in Ireland had been completed. I pay tribute 
to my colleagues in the PFC, particularly Alan Brecknell whose own father was one of those killed, and to 
Justice for the Forgotten in Dublin for their disciplined, determined and intelligent work over the fifteen 
years it took to reveal the facts on which the book is based. 

I have never been able to understand why the British essayist G. K. Chesterton wrote about the Irish that 
“for all their wars are merry and all their songs are sad”. How could anyone see anything remotely 
humorous in the 1798 Rebellion in which 20,000 died or Cromwell’s “Sacking of Drogheda”? 

Perhaps it’s the same mind-set that considered it appropriate to plan an Independence Day barbecue to 
commemorate the burning of the White House. 

Last week I sat beside a woman in County Armagh who had been blinded in one eye in a loyalist bomb 
explosion. She had been chatting to a friend about her upcoming marriage when the bomb exploded - but 
at least it spared her life and that of the unborn son she was carrying. 

Alas, he also became a random victim of the violence in Ireland – shot dead at the age of 17 during a break 
in his studies at Armagh city. Nearly twenty deaths separate the two events. Collusion unites them. 

The same bomb explosion also killed a young mother of three boys, Elizabeth McDonald. Her four-year-
old son was blown out of his cot and found in the rubble crying over her body. 

Across the street, another mother was cradling a dying son, Gerard McGleenan, aged 23. His heart pierced 
by a long, sharp piece of the shattered bomb car. 

What has only recently been revealed is that the bomb was made, transported and detonated with the 
active involvement of members both of the Royal Ulster Constabulary, the police, and the British Army. 

We know this because investigators have found a paper trail that establishes it without a shadow of a 
doubt. To this day, no-one in authority has ever gone to any of the bereaved families or the injured to 
acknowledge the state’s involvement in these horrific crimes. 

 



The papers establishing the state’s guilt lay for over thirty years in locked police archives. Those who 
knew at the highest levels, and I mean the highest levels, must have hoped they would never be 
discovered. 

When officers, selected for their independence of the RUC, in the Historical Enquiries Team, found the 
paper trail, and finally informed the families, you can imagine their deep shock. 

Since we first published the details in our book, Lethal Allies, however, there has been the most deafening 
silence from London about these and 120 other murders in the same series perpetrated in both jurisdictions 
in Ireland. 

It is – in my view – a most shabby, unworthy, dishonourable silence. The guilty silence of a disgraced 
establishment that hasn’t the courage to face the truth. 

If those in authority in London are listening, might I suggest they would be well-advised to reconsider 
because the families are not going away – and neither are their lawyers. 

Last week in Liverpool, England, a senior police officer admitted he lied in the aftermath of the 
Hillsborough football disaster in which 96 people were killed. It was welcomed by the bereaved families 
who, nevertheless pointed out that some elderly relatives had passed away before hearing the truth. Truth 
delayed is truth denied. 

We, along with other human rights NGOs in Ireland including Justice for the Forgotten, Amnesty 
International, the Committee on the Administration of Justice and Relatives for Justice now demand that 
London learn that facing up to the truth is not only the right thing to do, it can also be healing. 

The British prime minister, David Cameron, apologised for the British Army’s shooting of fourteen people 
on Bloody Sunday. The sky did not fall in. The Irish government acknowledged, albeit on the basis of very 
scanty evidence, Garda collusion in the IRA murders of two RUC officers, Robert Buchanan and Harry 
Breen, in 1989. 

For the families we represent there has been NO acknowledgement, no truth – just a grim and enduring 
silence. 

Collusion is a word that has sometimes been used as a political battering ram. But it was a tactic used by 
the RUC and British military intelligence to manipulate and control both sides throughout the recent 
conflict. 

It has many forms. In 1972, the worst year of the conflict, the General Officer Commanding the British 
Army in Northern Ireland, while recognising the UDA sectarian threat, nevertheless said soldiers should 
ignore UDA patrolling and barricading of Protestant areas which “could be almost entirely secured by a 
combination of UDA, Orange Volunteers and RUC”. The military, he said, could “turn a blind eye to 
UDA arms when confined to their own areas”. 

After the Dublin/Monaghan bombings in which 34 people, including an unborn child perished, it took the 
form of the British government deciding not to share information on the bombers with the Irish 
government as it “could embarrass the Crown”. 

After the 1971 bombing of McGurk’s Bar in which 15 died, it took the form of a dishonourable attempt to 
blame the victims, a claim that the bomb was an IRA “own goal”. 

There is hard evidence that the gang who attacked a bar in Loughinisland, shooting dead six men as they 
watched Ireland play Italy at Giant’s Stadium in New York during the 1994 World Cup, included at least 
one informer whose identity was protected. 



It is now clear that UVF informers in the pay of RUC Special Branch in the Mount Vernon estate in North 
Belfast were responsible for at least 20 killings. 

Each and every bit of the truth is being dragged out piece by piece but the PFC will shortly be publishing 
more evidence on the secret relationships between loyalist paramilitaries and the British government in the 
1970s. 

Collusion was not restricted, though, to the manipulation of loyalists. Evidence is emerging that covert 
British intelligence agencies manipulated republican informers, such as Freddie Scappaticci, allowing 
them to murder at will. 

Admitting collusion will not be easy for London because it will tear aside the polite fiction that successive 
British governments were merely neutral umpires during 35 violent years. 

The excuse is sometimes made, privately, that, in the face of a determined and bloody armed insurrection, 
such as that mounted by the IRA, impartial administration of the rule of law has to be compromised. 

The then British prime minister, Margaret Thatcher, told an interviewer in October 1988 that “to beat off 
your enemy in a war” some civil liberties have to be suspended. 

We contend that, at a time of civil strife, it is even MORE important that the law be upheld without fear or 
favour and that the principle that no-one is above the law, is implemented in full. Once you tailor the 
means to meet the ends, no matter how laudable, you are on a slippery slope. 

We contend that London went down that slippery slope during the 35 year civil conflict in Northern 
Ireland and that this rendered the British state culpable for at least part of the loss of life, the grief, the 
waste, the agony that the people of Northern Ireland suffered. 

The nature of the collusion the PFC examined over the last 15 years, that of the 1970s, was of a less 
structured and targeted nature than the same policy during the 1980s and 1990s when British double-
agents imported arms into Northern Ireland, substantially increasing the loyalist kill-rate and murdering 
Pat Finucane. 

The recent report by Sir Desmond de Silva into his murder concluded that 85% of all the intelligence 
available to loyalists came from within the police or military. 

Collusion fuelled the conflict leading to the deaths of many police officers and soldiers as well as civilians 
both Protestant and Catholic. 

The PFC has discovered hundreds of documents in the British National Archives which establish beyond 
any reasonable doubt that London knew from a very early stage that, in setting up the Ulster Defence 
Regiment, the UDR, it was establishing a pool of trained killers with access to an unlimited source of 
modern and deadly weapons. 

In the area we examine in Lethal Allies, the aim seems to have been to terrorise the Catholic/nationalist 
community into lowering its political, constitutional and economic aspirations. With one exception, ALL 
those targeted in the series of murders we examined were civilian non-combatants. 

They were shopkeepers, publicans, farmers, small businessmen, workers who had been promoted. Nine 
were members of the SDLP and many had close links to the Gaelic Athletic Association. 

 
 



The official record currently states that the percentage who died as a direct result of state violence in the 
conflict amounts to only ten per cent. That figure will rise, once collusion is taken into account, to a far 
higher number. 

The PFC will today place on the record here at Congress a small selection of the declassified documents 
we have uncovered from the British and Irish national archives. We invite members of Congress to read 
them. 

Mrs. Thatcher, for example, even before she was elected prime minister, was quite clearly informed that 
the UDR, the largest regiment in the British Army, consisting exclusively of locally-recruited soldiers, was 
heavily infiltrated by loyalists and that in a crisis could not be relied upon to follow orders . 

We know from the words of a secret British document that the UDR was the sole source of the heavy-duty 
modern weapons used to orphan so many children and London accepted that between 5 and 15% of its 
entire membership were active loyalists. 

Such was the extent of theft from its arsenals that the British kept monthly records. They knew even then 
that the guns were being used to kill repeatedly. 

Most of the families we represent realise that seeing anyone brought to court for the crimes described here, 
is beyond their reach. With a few exceptions, they are not what I would call “bitter” or recriminatory. 

They are, however, full of steely determination that the truth should be told. That the shadowy figures 
whose names they don’t know and probably never will, should be held at least collectively accountable. 

They hope that this will ensure that those responsible for taking similar decisions will never again collude 
in the deaths of the citizens they are meant to protect. 

We thank Congress for its continuing interest and hope by this time next year there will be progress 
towards reconciliation in Ireland. It may even be that these and other revelations will show both sides they 
have more in common than they thought. 
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