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TO

Make provision about the holding of inquiries.



BE I T ENACTED by the Queen’s nost Excellent Mjesty, by and with

t he advi ce and

consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tenporal, and Commons, in this
present

Parliament assenbled, and by the authority of the same, as

foll ows: —

Constitution of inquiry

1 Power to establish inquiry

(1) A Mnister may cause an inquiry to be held under this Act in
relation to a case

where it appears to himthat—

(a) particular events have caused, or are capabl e of causing,
public

concern, or

(b) there is public concern that particular events may have
occurred.

(2) Inthis Act “Mnister” neans—

(a) a United Kingdom M ni ster;

(b) the Scottish Mnisters;

(c) a Northern Ireland M nister;

and references to a Mnister also include references to the
Nat i onal Assenbly

for Wl es.

(3) References in this Act to an inquiry, except where the
context requires
ot herwi se, are to an inquiry under this Act.

2 No deternmination of liability

(1) An inquiry panel is not to rule on, and has no power to
determ ne, any person’s

civil or crimnal liability.

(2) But an inquiry panel is not to be inhibited in the discharge
of its functions by

any likelihood of liability being inferred fromfacts that it

det erm nes or

reconmendati ons that it makes.

3 The inquiry panel

(1) An inquiry is to be undertaken either—

(a) by a chairman al one, or

(b) by a chairman with one or nore other nenbers.

(2) References in this Act to an inquiry panel are to the
chai rman and any ot her
menber or nenbers.

4 Appoi ntrment of inquiry panel

(1) Each menber of an inquiry panel is to be appointed by the
M ni ster by an

instrument in witing.



(2) The instrunment appointing the chairman nust state that the
inquiry is to be
hel d under this Act.

(3) Before appointing a nmenmber to the inquiry panel (otherw se
t han as chai r man)

the Mnister nust consult the person he has appointed, or
proposes to appoint,

as chai rman.

5 Setting-up date and terns of reference

(1) I'n the instrunent under section 4 appointing the chairman, or
by a notice given

to himwithin a reasonable tinme afterwards, the Mnister nust—
(a) specify the date that is to be the setting-up date for the
pur poses of this

Act; and

(b) before that date—

(i) set out the ternms of reference of the inquiry;

(ii) state whether or not the Mnister proposes to appoint other
menbers to the inquiry panel, and if so how nany.

(2) An inquiry must not begin considering evidence before the
setting-up date.

(3) The Mnister may at any time after setting out the terns of
reference under this

section amend themif he considers that the public interest so
requires.

(4) Before setting out or amending the ternms of reference the
M ni ster nust consult
t he person he proposes to appoint, or has appoi nted, as chairman.

(5) Functions conferred by this Act on an inquiry panel, or a
menber of an inquiry

panel, are exercisable only within the inquiry’s ternms of

ref erence.

(6) Inthis Act “terns of reference”, in relation to an inquiry
under this Act,
nmeans—

(a) the matters to which the inquiry rel ates;

(b) any particular natters as to which the inquiry panel is to
determ ne the

facts;

(c) whether the inquiry panel is to nake recomendati ons;

(d) any other matters relating to the scope of the inquiry that
the M nister

may specify.

6 Mnister’s duty to inform Parlianment or Assenbly

(1) A Mnister who proposes to cause an inquiry to be held, or
who has al ready

done so wi thout nmaking a statenent under this section, nust as
soon as is

reasonably practicable nake a statenent to that effect to the
rel evant



Parl i ament or Assenbly.

(2) A statenment under subsection (1) nust state—

(a) who is to be, or has been, appointed as chairman of the

i nquiry;

(b) whether the M nister has appointed, or proposes to appoint,
any ot her

menbers to the inquiry panel, and if so how nany;

(c) what are to be, or are, the inquiry' s ternms of reference.

(3) Wiere the terns of reference of an inquiry are anended under
section 5(3), the

M ni ster nmust, as soon as is reasonably practicable, nmake a
statement to the

rel evant Parlianment or Assenbly setting out the anended terns of
r ef erence.

(4) A statenment under this section may be oral or witten.
7 Further appointnments to inquiry panel

(1) The Mnister may at any tinme (whether before the setting-up
date or during the

course of the inquiry) appoint a nmenber to the inquiry panel —
(a) to fill a vacancy that has arisen in the panel (including a
vacancy in the

position of chairman), or

(b) to increase the nunber of nenbers of the panel.

(2) The power to appoint a nmenmber under subsection (1)(b) is
exerci sabl e onl y—

(a) in accordance with a proposal under section 5(1)(b)(ii), or
(b) with the consent of the chairmn.

(3) The power to appoint a replacenent chairman may be exerci sed
by appoi nting
a person who is already a nember of the inquiry panel.

8 Suitability of inquiry pane

(1) I'n appointing a nenber of the inquiry panel, the Mnister
nust have regard—

(a) to the need to ensure that the inquiry panel (considered as a
whol e) has

the necessary expertise to undertake the inquiry;

(b) in the case of an inquiry panel consisting of a chairnman and
one or nore

ot her nmenbers, to the need for bal ance (considered against the
background of the ternms of reference) in the conposition of the
panel .

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(a) the Mnister nay have
regard to the

assi stance that may be provided to the inquiry panel by any
assessor whom the

M ni st er proposes to appoint, or has appointed, under section 11.

9 Requirenment of inpartiality



(1) The Mnister nmust not appoint a person as a nenber of the
inquiry panel if it

appears to the Mnister that the person has—

(a) a direct interest in the matters to which the inquiry

rel ates, or

(b) a close association with an interested party,

unl ess, despite the person’s interest or association, his
appoi nt ment coul d not

reasonably be regarded as affecting the inpartiality of the

i nquiry panel

(2) Before a person is appointed as a nenber of an inquiry panel
he nust notify

the Mnister of any natters that, having regard to subsection
(1), could affect

his eligibility for appointnent.

(3) If at any tinme (whether before the setting-up date or during
the course of the

i nquiry) a menber of the inquiry panel becones aware that he has
an interest

or association falling within paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection
(1), he nust

notify the Mnister.

(4) A nenber of the inquiry panel nust not, during the course of
the inquiry,

undertake any activity that could reasonably be regarded as
affecting his

suitability to serve as such

10 Appoi ntnent of judge as panel nenber

(1) If the Mnister proposes to appoint as a nmenber of an inquiry
panel a particul ar

person who is a judge of a description specified in the first
colum of the

followi ng table, he nmust first consult the person specified in

t he second

col um.

Descri ption of judge Person to be consulted

Lord of Appeal in Odinary The senior Lord of Appeal in
Ordi nary

Judge of the Suprenme Court of
Engl and and Wales, or Circuit judge The Lord Chief Justice of
Engl and and \Wal es

Judge of the Court of Session,
sheriff principal or sheriff The Lord President of the
Court of Session

Judge of the Supreme Court of

Northern Ireland, or county

court judge in Northern Ireland The Lord Chief Justice of
Northern Irel and



(2) In this section “sheriff principal” and “sheriff” have the
same neaning as in the
Sheriff Courts (Scotland) Act 1971 (c. 58).

11 Assessors

(1) One or nore persons nmay be appointed to act as assessors to
assist the inquiry

panel .

(2) The power to appoint assessors is exercisable—

(a) before the setting-up date, by the Mnister;

(b) during the course of the inquiry, by the chairman (whether or
not the

M ni st er has appoi nted assessors).

(3) Before exercising his powers under subsection (2)(a) the
M ni ster nust consult
t he person he proposes to appoint, or has appointed, as chairnman.

(4) A person may be appointed as an assessor only if it appears
to the Mnister or

the chairman (as the case requires) that he has expertise that
makes him a

suitabl e person to provide assistance to the inquiry panel.

(5) The chairman nay at any tinme terninate the appointnment of an
assessor, but
only with the consent of the Mnister in the case of an assessor
appoi nted by
the M nister

12 Duration of appointnment of menbers of inquiry panel

(1) Subject to the follow ng provisions of this section, a nenber
of an inquiry

panel remains a menber until the inquiry cones to an end (or
until his death

if he dies before then).

(2) A nenber of an inquiry panel may at any tinme resign his
appoi nt ment by
notice to the Mnister

(3) The Mnister may at any time by notice ternmi nate the

appoi ntmrent of a

menber of an inquiry panel —

(a) on the ground that, by reason of physical or mental illness
or for any

ot her reason, the nenber is unable to carry out the duties of a
menber

of the inquiry panel;

(b) on the ground that the nenber has failed to conply with any
duty

i nposed on himby this Act;

(c) on the ground that the nenber has—

(i) adirect interest inthe matters to which the inquiry

rel ates, or

(ii) a close association with an interested party,

such that his nenbership of the inquiry panel could reasonably be



regarded as affecting its inpartiality;

(d) on the ground that the nenber has, since his appointnent,
been guilty

of any m sconduct that makes hi munsuited to nenbership of the
i nqui ry panel

(4) In determ ni ng whet her subsection (3)(a) applies in a case
where the inability

to carry out the duties is likely to be tenporary, the Mnister
may have regard

to the likely duration of the inquiry.

(5 The Mnister may not term nate a nmenber’s appoi nt nent under
subsection

(3)(c) if the Mnister was aware of the interest or association
in question when

appoi nting him

(6) Before exercising his powers under subsection (3) in relation
to a nenber ot her
than the chairman, the M nister nust consult the chairnman.

(7) Before exercising his powers under subsection (3) in relation
to any nenber of

the inquiry panel, the Mnister nust—

(a) informthe menber of the proposed decision and of the reasons
for it,

and take into account any representati ons nade by the nenber in
response, and

(b) if the nenber so requests, consult the other nenbers of the
inquiry

panel (to the extent that no obligation to consult them arises
under

subsection (6)).

13 Power to suspend inquiry

(1) The Mnister may at any time, by notice to the chairnan
suspend an inquiry

for such period as appears to himto be necessary to allow for—
(a) the conpletion of any other investigation relating to any of
the matters

to which the inquiry relates, or

(b) the determination of any civil or crimnal proceedings

(i ncl udi ng

proceedi ngs before a disciplinary tribunal) arising out of any of
t hose

matters

(2) The power conferred by subsection (1) may be exercised
whet her or not the
i nvestigation or proceedi ngs have begun.

(3) Before exercising that power the M nister nust consult the
chai r man.

(4) A notice under subsection (1) may suspend the inquiry until a
speci fi ed day,



until the happening of a specified event or until the giving by
the Mnister of a
further notice to the chairman

(5) Where the Mnister gives a notice under subsection (1) he
must —

(a) set out in the notice his reasons for suspending the inquiry;
(b) lay a copy of the notice, as soon as is reasonably
practicable, before the

rel evant Parliament or Assenbly.

(6) A nmenber of an inquiry panel may not exercise the powers
conferred by this

Act during any period of suspension; but the duties inposed on a
menber of

an inquiry panel by section 9(3) and (4) continue during any such
peri od.

(7) In this section “period of suspension” neans the period

begi nning with the

recei pt by the chairman of the notice under subsection (1) and
ending with

whi chever of the follow ng is applicable—

(a) the day referred to in subsection (4);

(b) the happening of the event referred to in that subsection
(c) the receipt by the chairman of the further notice under that
subsecti on.

14 End of inquiry

(1) For the purposes of this Act an inquiry cones to an end—

(a) on the date, after the delivery of the report of the inquiry,
on which the

chairman notifies the Mnister that the inquiry has fulfilled its
ternms of

reference, or

(b) on any earlier date specified in a notice given to the

chai rman by the

M ni ster.

(2) The date specified in a notice under subsection (1)(b) nay
not be earlier than
the date on which the notice is sent.

(3) Before exercising his power under subsection (1)(b) the
M ni ster nust consult
t he chai r man.

(4) Where the Mnister gives a notice under subsection (1)(b) he
must —

(a) set out in the notice his reasons for bringing the inquiry to
an end;

(b) lay a copy of the notice, as soon as is reasonably
practicable, before the

rel evant Parliament or Assenbly.

Conversion of inquiries

15 Power to convert other inquiry into inquiry under this Act



(1) Wiere—

(a) an inquiry (“the original inquiry”) is being held, or is
due to be held, by

one or nore persons appoi nted ot herwi se than under this Act,
(b) a Mnister gives a notice under this section to those

per sons, and

(c) the person who caused the original inquiry to be held
consents,

the original inquiry beconmes an inquiry under this Act as from
the date of the

notice or such later date as may be specified in the notice (the
“dat e of

conversion”).

(2) The power conferred by this section is exercisable only if
the original inquiry

relates to a case where it appears to the Mnister that—

(a) particular events have caused, or are capabl e of causing,
public

concern, or

(b) there is public concern that particular events may have
occurred.

(3) Before exercising that power the Mnister nust consult the
chai r man.

(4) A notice under this section nmust—

(a) state that, as fromthe date of conversion, the inquiry is to
be hel d under

this Act;

(b) in the case of an inquiry panel consisting of nore than one
menber,

identify who is to be chairnman of the panel

(c) set out what are to be the terns of reference of the inquiry.

(5) The terms of reference set out under subsection (4) may be
different fromthose
of the original inquiry.

(6) The Mnister may at any time after setting out the termnms of
reference under this

section anmend themif he considers that the public interest so
requires.

(7) The Mnister must consult the chairman before—

(a) setting out terns of reference that are different fromthose
of the

original inquiry, or

(b) amending the ternms of reference under subsection (6).

(8) Section 6 applies, with any necessary nodifications, in
relation to—

(a) converting an inquiry under this section, or

(b) amending an inquiry's terns of reference under subsection
(6),

as it applies in relation to causing an inquiry to be held, or
anendi ng an

inquiry’'s ternms of reference under section 5(3).



16 I nquiries converted under section 15

(1) This section applies where an inquiry (the “original
inquiry”) is converted

under section 15 into an inquiry under this Act.

(2) The appointnment of a person who at the date of conversion
i s—

(a) one of the persons holding, or due to hold, the original
inquiry (an

“original nenber”),

(b) an assessor, counsel or solicitor to the inquiry, or

(c) a person engaged to provide assistance to the inquiry,
continues as if nmade under this Act, and for the purposes of
section 12(5) is

treated as made by the Mnister on the date of conversion

(3) Any obligation arising under an order of the original
inquiry, or otherwise in

connection with that inquiry, is enforceable only as it would be
if the original

i nqui ry had not been convert ed.

(4) No rights or obligations arise under or by virtue of this Act
before the date of
conver si on.

I nqui ry proceedings

17 Evi dence and procedure

(1) Subject to any provision of this Act or of rules under
section 41, the procedure

and conduct of an inquiry are to be such as the chairman of the
inquiry may

direct.

(2) In particular, the chairnman may take evi dence on oath, and
for that purpose
may admi ni ster oaths.

(3) I'n making any decision as to the procedure or conduct of an
inquiry, the

chairman nust act with fairness and with regard al so haveregard
to the need to avoid any unnecessary cost (whether

to public funds or to witnesses or others).

18 Public access to inquiry proceedings and information

(1) Subject to any restrictions inposed by a notice or order
under section 19, the

chai rman nmust take such steps as he considers reasonable to
secure that

menbers of the public (including reporters) are able—

(a) to attend the inquiry or to see and hear a sinultaneous
transni ssi on of

proceedi ngs at the inquiry;

(b) to obtain or to view a record of evidence and docunents
gi ven,

produced or provided to the inquiry or inquiry panel.



(2) No recording or broadcast of proceedings at an inquiry nmay be
made except —

(a) at the request of the chairmn, or

(b) with the perm ssion of the chairman and in accordance with
any terns

on which permssion is given

Any such request or perm ssion nust be framed so as not to enable
a person to

see or hear by nmeans of a recording or broadcast anything that he
i s prohibited

by a notice under section 19 from seeing or hearing.

(3) Section 32(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (c. 36)
(certain inquiry

records etc exenpt from obligations under that Act) does not
apply in relation

to information contained in docunments that, in pursuance of rules
under

section 41(1)(b) below, have been passed to and are held by a
public authority.

(4) Section 37(1)(b) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act
2002 (asp 13)

(certain inquiry records etc exenpt from obligations under that
Act) does not

apply in relation to information contai ned in docunents that, in
pur suance of

rul es under section 41(1)(b) bel ow, have been passed to and are
hel d by a

Scottish public authority.

19 Restrictions on public access etc

(1) Restrictions may, in accordance with this section, be inposed
on—

(a) attendance at an inquiry, or at any particular part of an

i nquiry;

(b) disclosure or publication of any evidence or docunents given
produced or provided to an inquiry.

(2) Restrictions may be inposed in either or both of the
foll ow ng ways—
(a) by being specified in a notice (a “restriction notice”)

gi ven by the

M nister to the chairman at any tine before the end of the

i nquiry;

(b) by being specified in an order (a “restriction order”) nade
by the

chairman during the course of the inquiry.

(3) Arestriction notice or restriction order nust specify only
such restricti ons—

(a) as are required by any statutory provision, enforceable
Communi ty

obligation or rule of |law, or

(b) as the Mnister or chairman considers to be conducive to the
inquiry



fulfilling its ternms of reference or to be necessary in the
public interest,

having regard in particular to the matters nentioned in
subsection (4).

(4) Those matters are—

(a) the extent to which any restriction on attendance, disclosure
or

publication mght inhibit the allaying of public concern;

(b) any risk of harm or damage that could be avoi ded or reduced
by any

such restriction;

(c) any conditions as to confidentiality subject to which a
person acquired

information that he is to give, or has given, to the inquiry;
(d) the extent to which not inposing any particular restriction
woul d be

likely—

(i) to cause delay or to inpair the efficiency or effectiveness
of the

i nquiry, or

(ii) otherwise to result in additional cost (whether to public
f unds

or to witnesses or others).

(5) I'n subsection (4)(b) “harm or danage” includes in

particul ar—

(a) death or injury;

(b) damage to national security or international relations;

(c) danmage to the econonic interests of the United Ki ngdom or of
any part

of the United Ki ngdom

(d) danmge caused by disclosure of comercially sensitive

i nformati on.

20 Further provisions about restriction notices and orders

(1) Restrictions specified in a restriction notice have effect in
addition to any

al ready specified, whether in an earlier restriction notice or in
a restriction

order.

(2) Restrictions specified in a restriction order have effect in
addition to any

al ready specified, whether in an earlier restriction order or in
a restriction

notice.

(3) The Mnister may vary or revoke a restriction notice by
giving a further notice
to the chairman at any tinme before the end of the inquiry.

(4) The chairman may vary or revoke a restriction order by naking
a further order
during the course of the inquiry.

(5) Restrictions inposed under section 19 on disclosure or
publication of evidence



or docunents (“disclosure restrictions”) continue in force
i ndefinitely,

unl ess—

(a) under the terns of the relevant notice or order the
restrictions expire at

the end of the inquiry, or at sonme other tine, or

(b) the relevant notice or order is varied or revoked under
subsection (3),

(4) or (7).

This is subject to subsection (6).

(6) After the end of the inquiry, disclosure restrictions do not
apply to a public

authority, or a Scottish public authority, in relation to

i nformati on held by the

authority otherwi se than as a result of the breach of any such
restrictions.

(7) After the end of an inquiry the Mnister may, by a notice
published in a way

t hat he considers suitabl e—

(a) revoke a restriction order or restriction notice containing
di scl osure

restrictions that are still in force, or

(b) vary it so as to renpove or relax any of the restrictions.

(8) In this section “restriction notice” and “restriction
order” have the neaning
given by section 19(2).

21 Powers of chairman to require production of evidence etc

(1) The chairman of an inquiry may by notice require a person to
attend at a tine

and place stated in the notice—

(a) to give evidence;

(b) to produce any docunents in his custody or under his contro
t hat

relate to a matter in question at the inquiry;

(c) to produce any other thing in his custody or under his
control for

i nspection, exam nation or testing by or on behalf of the inquiry
panel .

(2) The chairman may by notice require a person, within such
period as appears

to the inquiry panel to be reasonabl e—

(a) to provide evidence to the inquiry panel in the formof a
witten

st at enent ;

(b) to provide any docunents in his custody or under his contro
that relate

to a matter in question at the inquiry;

(c) to produce any other thing in his custody or under his
control for

i nspection, exam nation or testing by or on behalf of the inquiry
panel .

(3) A notice under subsection (1) or (2) must—



(a) explain the possible consequences of not conplying with the
noti ce;

(b) indicate what the recipient of the notice should do if he
wi shes to make

a claimwthin subsection (4).

(4) A claimby a person that—

(a) he is unable to conply with a notice under this section, or
(b) it is not reasonable in all the circunstances to require him
to conply

wi th such a notice,

is to be determ ned by the chairman of the inquiry, who may
revoke or vary

the notice on that ground.

(5) I'n deciding whether to revoke or vary a notice on the ground
mentioned in

subsection (4)(b), the chairman nust consider the public interest
in the

informati on in question being obtained by the inquiry, having
regard to the

likely inportance of the information.

(6) For the purposes of this section a thing is under a person’s
control if it is in his
possession or if he has a right to possession of it.

22 Privileged information etc

(1) A person may not under section 21 be required to give,
produce or provide any

evi dence or docunent if—

(a) he could not be required to do so if the proceedi ngs of the
i nquiry were

civil proceedings in a court in the relevant part of the United
Ki ngdom

or

(b) the requirenment would be inconpatible with a Community

obl i gati on.

(2) The rules of |aw under which evidence or docunents are
permitted or required

to be withheld on grounds of public interest imunity apply in
relation to an

inquiry as they apply in relation to civil proceedings in a court
in the rel evant

part of the United Kingdom

23 Ri sk of damage to the econony

(1) This section applies where it is submtted to an inquiry
panel, on behal f of the

Crown, the Financial Services Authority or the Bank of Engl and,
that there is

informati on held by any person which, in order to avoid a risk of
damage to

t he econony, ought not to be reveal ed.

(2) The panel must not pernit or require the information to be
reveal ed, or cause



it to be revealed, unless satisfied that the public interest in
the information

bei ng reveal ed outweighs the public interest in avoiding a risk
of damage to

t he econony.

(3) In making a decision under this section the panel nust take
account of any

restriction notice given under section 19 or any restriction
order that the

chai rman has made or proposes to nmake under that section

(4) In this section—

“damage to the econony” neans damage to the economic interests
of the

Uni ted Ki ngdom or of any part of the United Ki ngdom

“reveal ed” neans reveal ed to anyone who is not a nmenber of the
i nquiry

panel .

(5) This section does not prevent the inquiry panel from
conmuni cati ng any
information in confidence to the Mnister.

(6) This section does not affect the rules of lawreferred to in
section 22(2).

Inquiry reports

24 Submi ssion of reports

(1) The chairman of an inquiry nust deliver a report to the

M ni ster setting out—

(a) the facts deternined by the inquiry panel;

(b) the recomendations of the panel (where the terns of
reference

required it to make recommendati ons).

The report may al so contain anything el se that the panel
considers to be

relevant to the terns of reference (including any recomendati ons
t he panel

sees fit to nake despite not being required to do so by the terns
of reference).

(2) Inrelation to an inquiry that is brought to an end under
section 14(1)(b), the

duty inposed by subsection (1) to deliver a report is to be read
as a power to

do so.

(3) Before making a report under subsection (1) the chairnman my
deliver to the

M nister a report under this subsection (an “interimreport”)
cont ai ni ng

anything that a report under subsection (1) may contain.

(4) A report of an inquiry nust be signed by each nmenber of the
i nqui ry panel



(5 If the inquiry panel is unable to produce a unani nobus report,
the report nust
reasonably reflect the points of disagreenent.

(6) In subsections (4) and (5) “report” includes an interim
report.

25 Publication of reports

(1) It is the duty of the Mnister, or the chairman if subsection
(2) applies, to

arrange for reports of an inquiry to be published.

(2) This subsection applies if—

(a) the Mnister notifies the chairman before the setting-up date
that the

chairman is to have responsibility for arranging publication, or
(b) at any tinme after that date the chairman, on being invited to
do so by the

M ni ster, accepts responsibility for arrangi ng publication.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), a report of an inquiry nust be
published in full.

(4) The person whose duty it is to arrange for a report to be
publ i shed may

wi thhold nmaterial in the report frompublication to such extent—
(a) as is required by any statutory provision, enforceable
Comuni ty

obligation or rule of law, or

(b) as the person considers to be necessary in the public

i nterest, having

regard in particular to the matters nentioned in subsection (5).

(5) Those matters are—

(a) the extent to which w thholding material mght inhibit the
al I ayi ng of

public concern;

(b) any risk of harm or damage that could be avoi ded or reduced

wi t hhol di ng any materi al

(c) any conditions as to confidentiality subject to which a
person acquired

information that he has given to the inquiry.

(6) In subsection (5)(b) “harm or danmge” includes in

particul ar—

(a) death or injury;

(b) damage to national security or international relations;

(c) damage to the econonic interests of the United Kingdom or of
any part

of the United Ki ngdom

(d) danmge caused by disclosure of comercially sensitive

i nformati on.

(7) Subsection (4)(b) does not affect any obligation of the
M ni ster, or any other

public authority or Scottish public authority, that may arise
under the Freedom



of Information Act 2000 (c. 36) or the Freedom of Information
(Scot |l and) Act
2002 (asp 13).

(8) Inthis section “report” includes an interimreport.

26 Laying of reports before Parlianent or Assenbly

VWhat ever is required to be published under section 25 nmust be
laid by the

M nister, either at the tinme of publication or as soon afterwards
as i s reasonably

practi cable, before the relevant Parlianment or Assenbly.

Scot | and, Wal es and Northern Irel and

27 United Kingdominquiries

(1) This section applies to an inquiry for which a United Ki ngdom
M nister is

responsi bl e.

(2) The Mnister may not, without first consulting the rel evant
adm ni stration,

include in the ternms of reference anything that would require the
i nqui ry—

(a) to determ ne any fact that is wholly or primarily concerned
with a

Scottish matter or a Welsh matter;

(b) to determne any fact that is wholly or primarily concerned
with a

matter which is, and was at the relevant tine, a transferred
Nor t hern

Ireland matter;

(c) to nmake any recommendation that is wholly or primarily
concer ned

with a Scottish matter, a Welsh matter or a transferred Northern
I rel and

matter.

(3) Unless the Mnister gives witten permission to the chairmn,
t he powers

conferred by section 21 are not exercisable—

(a) in respect of evidence, docunents or other things that are
whol Iy or

primarily concerned wth—

(i) a Scottish matter or a Wl sh matter, or

(ii) a matter which is, and was at the relevant time, a Northern
Ireland matter;

(b) so as to require any evidence, docunment or other thing to be
gi ven,

produced or provided by or on behalf of the Scottish Mnisters,

t he

Nati onal Assenbly for Wales or a Northern Ireland M nister

(4) Before granting perm ssion under subsection (3) the Mnister
must consult the
rel evant adm ni stration.



(5) Perm ssion under subsection (3) may be granted subject to
such conditions or
gualifications as the Mnister nay specify.

(6) Perm ssion under subsection (3) is not required for the
exerci se of powers in

ci rcunmstances in which subsection (6) of section 30 would prevent
t he powers

from being exercised in the case of an inquiry to which that
section applies.

(7) I'n this section—

“Northern Ireland matter” nmeans—

(a) a transferred Northern Ireland matter, or

(b) a matter falling within section 44(2)(b) of the Northern

I rel and

Act 1998 (c. 47) (matters in relation to which statutory
functions

are exercisable by Northern Ireland Mnisters etc);

“the relevant adm nistration” nmeans whi chever of the follow ng
t he case

requi res—

(a) the Scottish Mnisters;

(b) the National Assenbly for Wil es;

(c) such one or nore Northern Ireland Mnisters as appear to the
M nister to be appropriate;

“the relevant tine” nmeans the time when the fact or event in
guesti on

occurred (or is alleged to have occurred);

“Scottish matter” neans a matter that relates to Scotland and
is not a

reserved matter within the neaning of the Scotland Act 1998 (c.
46) ;

“transferred Northern Ireland matter” means a natter that
relates to

Northern Ireland and is a transferred matter within the nmeaning
of the

Northern Ireland Act 1998 (c. 47) (or, in relation to any tinme
when Part

1 of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 (c. 36) was in
force,

within the nmeaning of that Act);

“Wel sh matter” nmeans a matter in relation to which the Nationa
Assenbly for Wal es has functions.

28 Scottish inquiries

(1) This section applies to an inquiry for which the Scottish
M ni sters are

responsi bl e.

(2) The terms of reference of the inquiry nust not require it to
determ ne any fact

or to make any recommendation that is not wholly or primarily
concer ned

with a Scottish matter

(3) The powers conferred by section 21 are exercisable only—



(a) in respect of evidence, documents or other things that are
whol Iy or

primarily concerned with a Scottish natter, or

(b) for the purpose of inquiring into sonething that is wholly or
primrily

a Scottish matter.

(4) Those powers are not exercisable so as to require any

evi dence, docunent or

other thing to be given, produced or provided by or on behal f of
Her Majesty’s

Government in the United Kingdom the National Assenbly for \Wales
or a

Northern Ireland M nister.

(5) Inthis section “Scottish matter” neans a matter that
relates to Scotland and is

not a reserved matter (within the neaning of the Scotland Act
1998) .

29 Welsh inquiries

(1) This section applies to an inquiry for which the National
Assenbly for Wales

i s responsible.

(2) The terms of reference of the inquiry nust not require it to
determ ne any fact

or to make any recommendation that is not wholly or primarily
concer ned

with a Wel sh matter.

(3) The powers conferred by section 21 are exercisable only—

(a) in respect of evidence, docunents or other things that are
whol I'y or

primarily concerned with a Wel sh matter, or

(b) for the purpose of inquiring into sonething that is wholly or
primarily

a Wl sh matter.

(4) Those powers are not exercisable so as to require any

evi dence, docunent or

other thing to be given, produced or provided by or on behalf of
Her Majesty’s

Government in the United Kingdom the Scottish Mnisters or a
Nor t hern

Ireland M nister

(5) Inthis section “Wlsh matter” nmeans a matter in relation
to which the Nationa
Assenbly for Wal es has functions.

30 Northern Ireland inquiries

(1) This section applies to an inquiry for which a Northern
Ireland Mnister is

responsi bl e.

(2) The terms of reference of the inquiry nust not require it—



(a) to determ ne any fact that is not wholly or primarily
concerned with a

matter which is, and was at the relevant tine, a Northern Irel and
matter, or

(b) to make any recomendation that is not wholly or primarily
concer ned

with a Northern Ireland matter.

(3) The Mnister may not, w thout the consent of the Secretary of
State, include in

the terns of reference anything that would require the inquiry to
inquire into

events occurring—

(a) before 2nd Decenber 1999 (the “appointed day” for the

pur poses of the

Northern Ireland Act 1998 (c. 47)), or

(b) during a period when section 1 of the Northern Ireland Act
2000 (c. 1)

is in force (suspension of devol ved government in Northern

I rel and).

(4) The powers conferred by section 21 are exerci sable only—
(a) in respect of evidence, docunents or other things that are
whol I'y or

primarily concerned with a matter which is, and was at the

rel evant

time, a Northern Ireland matter, or

(b) for the purpose of inquiring into sonething that is, and was
at the

relevant tine, wholly or primarily a Northern Ireland matter.

(5) Those powers are not exercisable so as to require any

evi dence, docunent or

other thing to be given, produced or provided by or on behal f of
Her Majesty’s

Government in the United Kingdom the Scottish Mnisters or the
Nat i onal

Assenbly for Wl es.

(6) Powers conferred by section 21 that would not be exercisable
but for subsection

(8)(b) below are not exercisable in circunstances in which
subsection (3), (4) or

(5) of section 44 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (power of
Assenbly to call for

Wi t nesses and documents) woul d prevent the power in subsection
(1) of that

section from bei ng exerci sed.

(7) The inquiry rmust not consider evidence or make
reconmendati ons about any

matter falling within paragraph 17 of Schedule 2 to the Northern
I rel and Act

1998 (excepted matters: national security etc).

(8) Inthis section “Northern Ireland matter” neans—
(a) a matter that relates to Northern Ireland and is a
transferred matter



within the nmeaning of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (or, in
relation to

any time when Part 1 of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act
1973

(c. 36) was in force, within the nmeaning of that Act), or

(b) a matter falling within section 44(2)(b) of the Northern
Ireland Act 1998

(matters in relation to which statutory functions are exercisable
by

Northern Ireland Mnisters etc).

(9) In this section “the relevant tinme” neans the tinme when the
fact or event in
guestion occurred (or is alleged to have occurred).

31 The relevant part of the United Ki ngdom and the applicable
rul es

(1) The Mnister responsible for an inquiry mnmust specify whether
the rel evant part

of the United Kingdomin relation to the inquiry is—

(a) England and WAl es,

(b) Scotl and, or

Nort hern Irel and.

(c)

(2) The Mnisters responsible for an inquiry that—

(a) is one to which section 33 applies, and

(b) would (but for this subsection) be subject to nore than one
set of rules,

nmust specify which of those sets, or what conbination of rules
fromnore than

one of those sets, is to apply.

(3) In subsection (2) “set of rules” nmeans the rul es nade by
virtue of a particular
par agraph of section 41(3).

(4) If in the case of an inquiry (other than one to which section
33 applies) for

which a United Kingdom M nister is responsible—

(a) the Mnister specifies that the relevant part of the United
Ki ngdom i s

Scot | and,

(b) the Mnister specifies that the relevant part of the United
Ki ngdomi s

Engl and and Wales, and the inquiry is expected to be held wholly
or

partly in Wales, or

(c) the Mnister specifies that the relevant part of the United
Ki ngdomi s

Nort hern Irel and,

he may if he thinks fit specify that sonme or all of the rules
that are to apply are

rul es made by virtue of paragraph (b), (c) or (d) (as
appropriate) of section

41(3).

(5) The relevant part of the United Ki ngdom and, where subsection
(2) or (4)



applies, the applicable rules nmust be specified no |ater than the
setting-up date
or, as the case nay be, the date of conversion

Inquiries for which nmore than one M nister responsible

32 Joint inquiries

(1) The power under section 1 to cause an inquiry to be held, or
to convert an

inquiry under section 15, is exercisable by two or nore Mnisters
acting jointly.

(2) In this Act “joint inquiry” means an inquiry for which by
virtue of this section,
or section 34, two or nore Mnisters are responsible.

(3) I'n the case of a joint inquiry—

(a) powers conferred on a Mnister by any provision of this Act

(except

section 41) are exercisable by the Mnisters in question acting
jointly;

(b) duties inposed by this Act on a Mnister are joint duties of
t hose

M ni sters.

(4) Subsection (3)(b), so far as relating to obligations under
section 39, is subject to

any different arrangenments that may be agreed by the Mnisters in
qguesti on.

33 Inquiries involving nore than one admi ni stration

(1) This section applies to a joint inquiry for which the

M ni sters responsible (“the

relevant M nisters”) are not all United Kingdom M ni sters and
are not all

Northern Ireland M nisters.

(2) Alimtation inposed by section 27(2), 28(2), 29(2) or 30(2)
or (3) on the terns

of reference of an inquiry for which a particular Mnister is
responsi bl e has

effect only to the extent that it applies in relation to all of
the rel evant M nisters.

(3) Alimtation inposed by section 27(3), 28(3) or (4), 29(3) or
(4) or 30(4) or (5) on

t he powers conferred on the chairman of an inquiry for which a
particul ar

Mnister is responsible has effect only to the extent that it
applies in relation to

all of the relevant M nisters.

(4) Subsections (6) and (7) of section 30 do not apply if at
| east one of the rel evant
Mnisters is a United Kingdom M ni ster.

34 Change of responsibility for inquiry



(1) Each of the Mnisters concerned may agree in witing that, as
froma date

specified in the agreenent (“the specified date”), one or nore

M ni sters shoul d

becone, or cease to be, responsible for an inquiry.

(2) Where an agreenent is nade under this section—

(a) inrelation to any tine on or after the specified date,
references in this

Act to the Mnister responsible for the inquiry are to be read in
accordance with the agreenent;

(b) each of the Mnisters concerned has obligations under section
39 only

inrelation to the period when that Mnister was or is

responsi ble for the

inquiry.

(3) Subsection (2)(b) is subject to any different arrangenents
that may be specified
in the agreenent under this section

(4) Where as a result of an agreenment under this section the
terms of reference of

the inquiry fail to conply with an applicable limtation inposed
by section

27(2), 28(2), 29(2) or 30(2) or (3), they are to be read subject
to such

nodi fications as are necessary to nake themconply with the
[imtation

(5 In this section “the Mnisters concerned” neans the

M ni sters responsible for

the inquiry before the specified date together with any who,
under the

agreenent, are to becone responsible for it as fromthat date.

Suppl enent ary

35 O fences

(1) A person is guilty of an offence if he fails wthout
reasonabl e excuse to do

anything that he is required to do by a notice under section 21.

(2) A person is guilty of an offence if during the course of an
i nqui ry he does

anything that is intended to have the effect of —

(a) distorting or otherwise altering any evi dence, docunent or
ot her thing

that is given, produced or provided to the inquiry panel, or
(b) preventing any evidence, docunent or other thing from being
gi ven,

produced or provided to the inquiry panel,

or anything that he knows or believes is likely to have that
effect.

(3) Apersonis guilty of an offence if during the course of an
i nqui ry—

(a) he intentionally suppresses or conceals a docunent that is,
and that he



knows or believes to be, a relevant docunent, or

(b) he intentionally alters or destroys any such docunent.

For the purposes of this subsection a docunent is a “rel evant
document” if it is

likely that the inquiry panel would (if aware of its existence)
wi sh to be

provided with it.

(4) A person does not commit an of fence under subsection (2) or
(3) by doing

anything that he is authorised or required to do

(a) by the inquiry panel, or

(b) by virtue of section 22 or any privilege that applies.

(5) Proceedings in England and Wales or in Northern Ireland for
an of fence under
subsection (1) may be instituted only by the chairnman.

(6) Proceedings for an of fence under subsection (2) or (3) may be
instituted—

(a) in England and Wales, only by or with the consent of the

Di rector of

Publ i ¢ Prosecuti ons;

(b) in Northern Ireland, only by or with the consent of the

Di rector of

Public Prosecutions for Northern Irel and.

(7) A person who is guilty of an offence under this section is

i able on summary

conviction to a fine not exceeding |level three on the standard
scale or to

i mprisonnent for a term not exceeding the rel evant maxi num or to
bot h.

(8) “The rel evant maxi munf is—
(a) in England and Wal es, 51 weeks;
(b) in Scotland and Northern Ireland, six nonths.

36 Enforcenent by Hi gh Court or Court of Session

(1) Where a person—

(a) fails to comply with, or acts in breach of, a notice under
section 19 or 21

or an order made by an inquiry, or

(b) threatens to do so,

the chairman of the inquiry, or after the end of the inquiry the
M ni ster, may

certify the matter to the appropriate court.

(2) The court, after hearing any evidence or representations on a
matter certified

to it under subsection (1), may make such order by way of

enf orcenent or

otherwise as it could make if the matter had arisen in
proceedi ngs before the

court.

(3) Inthis section “the appropriate court” neans the High
Court or, in the case of



an inquiry in relation to which the relevant part of the United
Ki ngdomi s
Scotl and, the Court of Session.

37 Imunity fromsuit

(1) No action lies agai nst—

(a) a nenber of an inquiry panel,

(b) an assessor, counsel or solicitor to an inquiry, or

(c) a person engaged to provide assistance to an inquiry,

in respect of any act done or omi ssion nmade in the execution of
his duty as

such, or any act done or om ssion made in good faith in the

pur ported

execution of his duty as such

(2) Subsection (1) applies only to acts done or oni ssions made
during the course

of the inquiry, otherw se than during any period of suspension
(within the

meani ng of section 13).

(3) For the purposes of the | aw of defamation, the sane privil ege
attaches to—

(a) any statenent made in or for the purposes of proceedings
before an

inquiry (including the report and any interimreport of the

i nquiry),

and

(b) reports of proceedings before an inquiry,

as would be the case if those proceedi ngs were proceedi ngs before
a court in

the relevant part of the United Kingdom

38 Tine Iimt for applying for judicial review

(1) An application for judicial review of a decision mde—

(a) by the Mnister in relation to an inquiry, or

(b) by a nmenber of an inquiry panel,

nmust be brought within 14 days after the day on which the
appl i cant becane

aware of the decision, unless that tine linmt is extended by the
court.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply where an earlier tine limt
applies by virtue of

Cvil Procedure Rules or rules nade under section 55 of the
Judi cature

(Northern Ireland) Act 1978 (c. 23).

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to—

(a) a decision as to the contents of the report of the inquiry;
(b) a decision of which the applicant could not have becone aware
unti |

t he publication of the report.

In this subsection “report” includes any interimreport.

(4) This section does not extend to Scotl and.

39 Paynent of inquiry expenses by Mnister



(1) The Mnister may agree to pay to—

(a) the nenbers of the inquiry panel,

(b) any assessor, counsel or solicitor to the inquiry, and
(c) any person engaged to provide assistance to the inquiry,
such renunerati on and expenses as the Mnister may deternine.

(2) The Mnister nust pay any anounts awarded under section 40.

(3) The Mnister nust neet any ot her expenses incurred in holding
the inquiry,

i ncluding the cost of publication of the report and any interim
report of the

i nquiry (whether or not the chairman has responsibility for
arrangi ng

publication).

(4) Subsection (5) applies where the M nister—

(a) believes that there are matters in respect of which an
inquiry panel is

acting outside the inquiry's ternms of reference, or is likely to
do, and

(b) gives a notice to the chairman specifying those matters and
t he reasons

for his belief.

(5) Subject to provision nmade by rul es under section 41, the

M ni ster is not obliged

under this section or otherwise to pay any anounts or to neet any
expenses in

so far as they are referabl e—

(a) to any matters certified by the Mnister, in accordance with
such

provision, to be outside the inquiry's terns of reference, and
(b) to any period falling after the date on which the notice
under subsection

(4) was given

(6) Wthin a reasonable tinme after the end of the inquiry the
M ni ster nust publish

the total anobunt of what he has paid (or renmains liable to pay)
under this

section.

40 Expenses of witnesses etc

(1) The chairman nmay award reasonabl e anounts to a person—

(a) by way of conpensation for loss of tinme, or

(b) in respect of expenses properly incurred, or to be incurred,
n attending, or otherwise in relation to, the inquiry.

(2) The power to nake an award under this section includes power,
where the

chai rman considers it appropriate, to award amounts in respect of
| egal

representation

(3) A person is eligible for an award under this section only if
he is—



(a) a person attending the inquiry to give evidence or to produce
any

document or other thing, or

(b) a person who, in the opinion of the chairman, has such a
particul ar

interest in the proceedings or outcone of the inquiry as to
justify such

an award.

(4) The power to make an award under this section is subject to
such conditions or

qualifications as may be determned by the Mnister and notified
by himto the

chai r man.

CGener al

41 Rul es

(1) The appropriate authority may make rul es dealing with—

(a) nmatters of evidence and procedure in relation to inquiries;
(b) the return or keeping, after the end of an inquiry, of
docunents given

to or created by the inquiry;

(c) awards under section 40.

(2) Rul es under subsection (1)(c) may in particular—

(a) nake provision as to how and by whom the anount of awards is
to be

assessed, including provision allow ng the assessnent to be
undertaken by the inquiry panel or by such other person as the
panel

may noni nate;

(b) nake provision for review of an assessnent at the instance of
a person

di ssatisfied with it.

(3) The appropriate authority is—

(a) the Lord Chancellor, as regards inquiries for which a United
Ki ngdom

M ni ster is responsible;

(b) the Scottish Mnisters, as regards inquiries for which they
are

responsi bl e;

(c) the National Assenbly for Wales, as regards inquiries for
whi ch that

Assenbly is responsi bl e;

(d) the First Mnister and deputy First Mnister acting jointly,
as regards

inquiries for which a Northern Ireland M nister is responsible.

(4) The power to mamke rules under this section is exercisabl e—
(a) in the case of rules nade by the Lord Chancellor, the
Nat i onal

Assenbly for Wales or the Scottish Mnisters, by statutory

i nstrument ;

(b) in the case of rules nade by the First Mnister and deputy
Fi rst



M nister, by statutory rule for the purposes of the Statutory
Rul es
(Northern Ireland) Order 1979 (S.I. 1979/1573 (N.1. 12)).

(5) A statutory instrunment nade under this section is subject to
annul ment —

(a) if made by the Lord Chancellor, in pursuance of a resol ution
of either

House of Parli anent;

(b) if rmade by the Scottish Mnisters, in pursuance of a

resol ution of the

Scottish Parlianent.

(6) A statutory rule nade under this section is subject to
negative resol ution

(within the neaning of section 41(6) of the Interpretation Act
(Northern

Ireland) 1954 (c. 33 (N.1.)).

42 Notices etc
A notice or notification under this Act nust be given in witing.

43 Interpretation

(1) I'n this Act—

“assessor” neans an assessor appoi nted under section 11;
“chairman”, in relation to an inquiry, means the chairmn of
the inquiry;

“the course of the inquiry” and sinilar expressions are to be
read in

accordance wi th subsection (2);

“date of conversion” has the neaning given by section 15(1);
“docunent” includes information recorded in any form (and see
subsection (3));

“event”, except in sections 13 and 46, includes any conduct or
om Ssi on;

“inquiry”, except where the context requires otherw se, nmeans
an inquiry

under this Act;

“inquiry panel” is to be read in accordance with section 3(2);
“interested party”, in relation to an inquiry, means a person
with a

particularly significant interest in the proceedi ngs or outcone
of the

i nquiry;

“interimreport” means a report under section 24(3);

“joint inquiry” has the nmeaning given by section 32(2);
“menber”, in relation to an inquiry panel, includes the
chai r man;

“Mnister” is to be read in accordance with section 1(2) (and
see subsection

(4) bel ow;

“Northern Ireland Mnister” includes the First Mnister and the
deputy

First Mnister acting jointly;

“public authority” has the sane neaning as in the Freedom of

I nformation Act 2000 (c. 36);

“the relevant Parlianent or Assenbly” means whi chever of the
foll ow ng



is or are applicable—

(a) in the case of an inquiry for which the Treasury is
responsi bl e,

t he House of Commons;

(b) in the case of an inquiry for which any other United Ki ngdom
M nister is responsible, or one for which the Secretary of State
exercising functions by virtue of section 45(2) is responsible,

t he

House of Parlianent of which that minister is a menber;

(c) in the case of an inquiry for which the Scottish Mnisters
are

responsi ble, the Scottish Parliament;

(d) in the case of an inquiry for which the National Assenbly for
Wal es is responsible, that Assenbly;

(e) in the case of an inquiry for which a Northern Irel and

M ni st er

is responsible, the Northern Ireland Assenbly;

“the relevant part of the United Kingdonf, in relation to an
inquiry,

nmeans the part specified under section 31(1);

“report” means a report under section 24(1);

“responsible”, inrelation to an inquiry, is to be read in
accordance with

subsection (5);

“Scottish public authority” has the same neaning as in the
Freedom of

Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (asp 13);

“setting-up date” neans the date specified under section

5(1) (a) - . o |
“statutory provision” neans a provision contained in, or having
ef f ect

under, any enactnment, Act of the Scottish Parlianment or Northern
Ireland | egislation;

“terms of reference”, in relation to an inquiry under this Act,
has the

meani ng gi ven by section 5(6);

“United Ki ngdom M ni ster”—

(a) neans the holder of a Mnisterial office specified in Part 1
2 or

3 of Schedule 1 to the Mnisterial and other Salaries Act 1975
(c. 27) or a Parlianmentary Secretary;

(b) also includes the Treasury.

But a reference to a United Kingdom M ni ster does not include a
reference to the Secretary of State dischargi ng functions by
virtue of

section 45(2).

(2) References in this Act to the course of an inquiry are to the
period begi nning

with the setting-up date, or (in the case of an inquiry converted
under section

15) the date of conversion, and ending with the date on which the
inquiry

cones to an end (which is given by section 14).

(3) References in this Act to producing or providing a docunent,
inrelation to



i nformati on recorded otherwise than in legible form are to be
read as

references to producing or providing a copy of the information in
a legible

form

(4) References in this Act to “the Mnister”, in relation to
an inquiry, are to the
M nister or Mnisters responsible for the inquiry.

(5) For the purposes of this Act a Mnister is “responsible”
for an inquiry if he is

the Mnister, or one of the Mnisters, by whomit was caused to
be hel d under

section 1 or converted under section 15.

This is subject to section 34(2)(a).

44 Transitory, transitional and saving provisions

(1) Section 15 applies whether the original inquiry was caused to
be hel d before or

after the commencenent of that section.

(2) For the purposes of that section, an inquiry appointed

ot herwi se t han under

this Act includes a tribunal of inquiry appointed in pursuance of
resol utions of

bot h Houses of Parliament under section 1 of the Tribunals of

I nquiry

(Evidence) Act 1921 (c. 7).

(3) In relation to an offence commtted before the conmmencenent
of section 281(5)

of the Crimnal Justice Act 2003 (c. 44), the reference in
section 35(8)(a) above

to 51 weeks is to be read as a reference to six nonths.

(4) This Act does not affect—

(a) any power of Her Majesty to establish a Royal Comm ssion, or
(b) except as provided by section 15 or by sections 46 to 49 (and
Schedul es

1 to 3), any power of a Mnister or other person (whether under a
statutory provision or otherwi se) to cause an inquiry to be held
ot herwi se than under this Act.

(5) The repeal by this Act of any statutory provision under which
an inquiry has

been caused to be held does not affect any power or duty
conferred or inposed

in respect of the inquiry, and accordi ngly—

(a) the inquiry may conti nue,

(b) any report may be subnitted and published, and

(c) any proceedings arising out of the inquiry may be taken or
conti nued,

as if the enactnment had not been repeal ed.

45 Suspensi on of devol ved governnment in Northern Irel and
(1) This section applies in relation to any tinme when section 1
of the Northern



Irel and Act 2000 (c. 1) (suspension of devolved government in
Nor t hern
Ireland) is in force.

(2) Functions conferred by this Act on a Northern Irel and

M ni ster may be

di scharged by the Secretary of State (and a reference to an
inquiry for which a

Northern Ireland Mnister is responsible is to be read

accordi ngly).

In relation to such functions, this subsection applies in place
of paragraph

4(1)(a) to (c) of the Schedule to the Northern Ireland Act 2000.

(3) Arequirement under this Act to consult any Northern Irel and
M nister is to be
read as a requirenent to consult the Secretary of State.

(4) In the case of rules under section 41 made by the Secretary
of State by virtue of

subsection (3)(d) of that section and subsection (2) above,
subsections (4)(a)

and (5)(a) of that section apply in relation to the Secretary of
State as they apply

inrelation to the Lord Chancell or.

Anmendment s etc

46 | nquiries under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000
(1) Section 14 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (c.
8) (cases in which

the Treasury may arrange i ndependent inquiries) is anended as
foll ows.

(2) I'n subsection (2)(b)(i), after “by this Act” there is
inserted “, or by any previous
statutory provision,”.

(3) In subsection (3)(b), for the words after “but for a serious
failure” there is

substituted “in—

(i) the regulatory system established by Part 6 or by any
previous statutory provision concerned with the official

listing of securities; or

(ii) the operation of that system”

(4) After subsection (5) there is inserted—

“(5A) “Event” does not include any event occurring before 1st
Decenber 2001

(but no such limtation applies to the reference in subsection
(4) to

surroundi ng circunstances).”

47 Inquiries etc under Northern Ireland |egislation

(1) For section 23 of the Interpretation Act (Northern Irel and)
1954 (c. 33 (N.1.))

(inquiries and investigations) there is substituted—

“23 I nquiries and investigations



The provisions of Schedule Al to this Act shall have effect in
relation to

any |l ocal or other inquiry or any investigation which a Mnister
or

Northern Irel and departnent causes to be held or nade under any
enact nent passed or nade—

(a) after the commencenent of this Act, and

(b) before the conmencenent of section 47 of the Inquiries Act
2005.”

(2) The Schedul e set out in Schedule 1 to this Act is inserted
into that Act as
Schedul e A1l.

48 M nor and consequential anendnents
(1) Schedule 2 (mnor and consequential amendnments) has effect.

(2) I'n Schedule 1 to the National Assenmbly for Wales (Transfer of
Functi ons)

Order 1999 (S. 1. 1999/672) a reference to an Act that is anmended
by Schedule 2

tothis Act is to be read as referring to that Act as so anended.

49 Repeal s and revocations
(1) The Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Act 1921 (c. 7) is
repeal ed.

(2) The provisions set out in Schedule 3 are repealed or revoked
to the extent
speci fi ed.

Fi nal provisions
50 Crown application

This Act and any provi sions made under it bind the Crown (but do
not affect

Her Majesty in her personal capacity or in right of Her Duchy of
Lancaster or

t he Duke of Cornwall).

51 Commrencenent

(1) The preceding provisions of this Act cone into force on such
day as the Lord

Chancel |l or may appoi nt by order nmade by statutory instrunent.

(2) Before making an order under this section the Lord Chancell or
must consul t

the Scottish Mnisters, the National Assenbly for Wales and the
First Mnister

and deputy First Mnister.

(3) An order under this section—

(a) may include any transitory, transitional or saving provision
that the

Secretary of State considers necessary or expedient;

(b) nay appoint different days for different purposes.

52 Extent



This Act extends to the whole of the United Kingdom

53 Short title
This Act may be cited as the Inquiries Act 2005.



