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LETHAL ALLIES 
 

Questions and Answers (Re: HET Reports) 
 

ALL QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED 
REPORTS BY THE NORTHERN IRELAND “HISTORICAL ENQUIRIES TEAM” 

 
1.  Q: Was collusion low-level and did it involve mainly individuals? Or was it systemic and at a 
senior level?  Did the politicians know about it as well as civil servants and senior police 
officers? 
 
A: (Quoting from the report into the gun and bomb attacks on the Eagle and Clancy’s Bars, 
Charlemont, May 1976 in which four died) 
 
“It is difficult to believe, however, when judged in concert with other cases emerging at the time 
that such widespread evidence of collusion in these areas was not a significant concern at the 
highest levels of the security forces and of government.   

 
“It may be that there was apprehension confirming the suspicions of collusion and involvement, 
particularly of RUC personnel, would have fatally undermined the credibility of the organisation”. 

 
2.  Q: Was collusion a case of “a few rotten apples”? 
 
A: (Quoting from to the case of the Rock Bar in June 1976) 
 
“Members of the Nationalist community had been making allegations of widespread involvement 
and collusion by members of the security forces with loyalist paramilitaries.  These claims were 
ridiculed, and individual instances previously uncovered had been dismissed by reference to 
‘rotten apples’. 
 
“This investigation in 1978 [after an RUC constable and a sergeant were charged with the 
murder of William Strathearn] revealed a much more disturbing picture; the Rock Bar case had 
the potential to validate claims of widespread and routine collusion.” 
 
3. Q: How serious was this collusion?  Should successive governments have acted? 
 
A: (Quoting from report into the murders of Colm McCartney and Sean Farmer in August 1975): 
 
“ …indisputable evidence of security forces’ involvement with loyalist paramilitaries in one case, 
followed by significant evidence of further co-operation just weeks later, should have rung alarm 
bells all the way to the top of Government; nothing was done; the murderous cycle continued.” 
 
4. Q: Does the HET also criticise the courts? 
 
A: (Quoting from the Rock Bar report on comments of Lord Chief Justice Lowry in giving three 
police officers involved in the gun and bomb attack on the Rock Bar to suspended sentences:  
 
“ …simply staggering. It is difficult to conceive of a statement that could be more fundamentally 
flawed or calculated to destroy the confidence of a large section of the community in the court’s 
independence and probity …” 
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5. Q: Could lives have been saved? 
 
A: (Quoting from the Step Inn bombing in which Elizabeth McDonald and Gerard McGleenan 
killed in August 1976):  
 
‘There is no reasoning or rationale anywhere in the papers examined for leaving the bomb 
unrecovered.  It may have been a speculative decision, hoping for more exact intelligence, it 
may have been about protecting the identity of informants; if so it was a huge gamble which 
went catastrophically wrong.’  
 
6. Q: Was collusion widespread? 
 
A: (Quoting from report into the murders of Sean Farmer and Colm McCartney) 
 
“Members of the Nationalist community and relatives of the victims in cases such as these, are 
convinced that investigations were not rigorously conducted, in a deliberate effort to conceal 
security forces’ involvement and perpetuate a campaign of terror by loyalist paramilitaries 
against Catholic citizens. The HET is unable to rebut or allay these suspicions.”  
 
7. Q: Does the HET believe further investigations are needed? 
 
A: (Quoting from report into the Rock Bar attack) 
 
“With the passage of time since these shocking, shameful and disgraceful crimes, the 
opportunity should exist for an honest disclosure of all relevant matters and considerations, 
without risk to individuals or of prejudice to the reputation and standing of new law enforcement 
arrangements. The families of those affected in this case – and in the linked cases – have 
received no justice to date”. 
 
8. Q: Does the HET have any explanation why senior RUC personnel failed to take action 
against their colleagues and the loyalists with whom they were colluding? 
 
A: (Quoting from report into the Rock Bar attack) 
 
“It may indeed be that there were fears that to confirm suspicions of collusion and involvement 
of RUC and security forces personnel in these terrorist crimes would have fatally undermined 
the credibility of the organisation, and possibly compromised overall political stability.  It may 
have been viewed as seriously as that.” (HET Report into attack in which all involved were 
serving officers.   
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