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y it is not formally laid down that where an applicant to joi
'Pg’t%’}'“f“i*‘ r of gﬁvm ‘his application must automatical
3¢ But the acreening process for UDR applicants has recently been
tened up so that due weight is given to extreme Protestant sympathies and
although each application is considered on its merits a person who was known to
! be a member of the UDA would be most unlikely to be admitted.

. Commander UDR has recently written to Battalion Commanders instructing
E them on the line to take with memhers of the force who are found to be involved
L in the UDA. I attach a copy. Officers are expected to resign if they take an
g vaotxve part in UDA activities, and other ranks are to be warned that such
' 'boha.viour is inconaistent with their position in the force, /Ifigisoldiextan
he UDA : pmilitary offencelp the UDR takes a hard line
lnd diemzaeea tho man under Regulnxion 0490 Sorial 7. Such circumstancen are:

ne Whora n soldior ha Fallod Lo mook an UDIE comnd bpoal hoowuoo
ha wan Liking part in UDA nobtivilion,

b. where a soldier wears UDR uniform while taking part in
. UDA amctivities,

c. where a man carries an Army Department firearm while taking
part in UDA activities.

d, Connivance with the UDA in providing military information or
in the theft of Army weapons, or encouraging other soldiers to
commit such mcts,

I recognise the reasons why Ministers might wish to be able to say
unequivocally, in reply to Parliamentary Questions, that membership of the UDA is
not compatible with membership of the UDR and that we have no evidence that any

UDR member is actively associated with the UDA, But I fear it would bte wWrong to
iy offer categorical assurances on either point, and indeed it might be very damaging
%% politically if Ministers were to make a public statement which implied that the UDA
% was an outlawed organisation., I suggest that the line to take is that the UDR in

a non-sectarian force and that its members represent a wide range of political
viewpoints; but that if a member's conduct, arising out of his membership of the
UDA or any other organisation, constitutes a military offence or calls his future
loyalties in question, action is taken. Any reported involvement of UDR members in
extremist activities is a matter of concern to the military authorities and we
would be grateful for details of cases so that they may be investigated.
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