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MEETING WITH UVF AT LANESIDE ON 27 MAY srity

1. At Mr Gibson's request I saw IMr Ken Gibson, Mr John Falls,
Mr Tom Best and Mr Stanley Grey at Laneside last night.

Mr Oatley was present.

Lon
2. The delegation said that they were having great difficulty
in urging moderation on their colleagues. There were now those
who would go on to the end and not even the workers could hold
them back. The UVF's objective was to reduce the hold of the
UUUC. They believel that the politicians were using the strike
for their own purposes and at the end of the day the workers
would be excluded from any part in the solution of Ulster's
problems. The UVF had discussed this with the workers who agreed.
Accordingly Mr Gibson had earlier in the day said at a meeting
that the UVF were not prepared to see the UUUC politicians talking
for them (he had got wind of the possibility of Messrs Paisley,
West and Craig seeing the Secretary of State)., Mr Glennie Barr,
who had chaired the meeting, had deferred consideration of this
question until today at 10 am. The UVF felt that this was a
crunch issue and it was possible there might be moves to exclude
them from the counsels of the UWC.

3. Apart from their concern that the UUUC was not representative
of working class opinion the UVF felt very sincerely that the

UUUC politicians were against power-sharing. This was something
they and the workers believed to be an essential (although Mr John
Falls said of course that this would be with people who accepted
the Monarchy, etc). The term that the UVF preferred was equal

responsibility.
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MEETING «1TH UVE AT LANESILE AT 9PH CR 29 MY 197k

¥r Gibson end Wr Fells ceme to lLenceide on 29 tey and talked to
Mr Allan and Mr Getley.

The wain points that emerged were:

(a) The UVF put particulsr store on thet part of the etntement on the ending

of the stoppage which celled for the release ot detainees. In the voting
on this Hessrs Craip and west had abstained. Kr west hed at first opposed
it on the grouncs that it was net seceptable to his Unionist beckbenchers
(“he

thewe of resentment over the yute's politicians’ sttempls to take control

but had been brusquely told .het their views werc of no interest.

of the strike ren throuch our giccuseions )

(b} The UVl saw oppouition to detention es & weans of opening further

(t.r Giboen hinted that there had been pome

Aritish

dislorue with the THA.
compunication with the IRA guring Lhe strike.) Could not tio:

help to enginecT {his, ep through the uroposet re-pettlement Uroup

gbout, which ir Gilson nné been consultedt

{¢) Wr Gibson believeé that the Isd would not immeciately return Lo its

campaicn of violsnce. kLr Zory . tiirady's moderzte remprks about phased
withérawal of Eriiish troops were interesiing. vespite their rough words
in public politicians, ipcluding NMr raieley, were in favour of

conversetions with the IRA.
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Lg) The UVF were strongly critical of UUUC ;olitiecians, especislly
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watched very carefully snd the raramilitery npd workers would cemand
after the iirst round of telks to be invited to further discus:ions,

eg with the Cecretar: of Ltate.

Mesore irddili, Laird, taylor, and condemned iiss Coulter as a bigol.
They were also implacably opposed to Yare and had arranged with lews letter
that any dopationse in reply to the Tara sdvertisement of &3 Nay should be

frozen and po to charity.

(h) %he UVF had been for the calling off of the strike. UThey had been
impresse¢ by arguments rut forward at lereside (see bir Allan's minute

of &8 ey) of the need to return to work.

(i) “here wes some wifiercnce in emphasis ae {o which demends ol the strikers
and paramilitery would now be pressed. lir Cibson apresred nol to see
much point in jurther sirike sction st this stage, but br Yalls said that

thie woulse come svout if eleetions were not promised,

(j) ‘he celling o a ctoppage wee simple becruse of the stranglehold one or
two en in the eleciricity industry new had. {(lurin; the strike ihe
yewer workers' lemders had dissexzinated inforcztion on how te do this in

case Lhey haé been arreeted.)

Za Mesere Cibeon and lalls saw the UVE es havins an immediate role to play
in two related spheres: it must essert itself in Jormel jolitics Lo increase
working cluss Frotestent reprecerntation (they conterplated launchin a new
party, posvibly to be callec the Ulster lemoeralic rarty), ond it must develop
2 relstionship with the two winge oi the Iki in order to contnin vieolence.

(1t would mrintain its own military cepebilily while doing sc.) Their role
would be a ke, one. Che ULUC politicians were not iruly representative of
Loyalist opinjor, havin, benefited from # fluke situntion; the UkC were
vulnerable to ULUC pressure; the Ul'n lackec cohesion, ciscipline and politicel

directien; the UVF must move into the gep.
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