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High judicial ethics
will defeat killers

THE discovery of a weapons cache

in Lurgan, Co Armagh, by police in-

vestigating dissident republican vi-
olence was an important and potentially
life-saving development.

Two pistols, a shotgun and a large
amount of ammunition were recovered
during a search of waste ground on Fri-
day, although no arrests were made.

It is not clear if the find was the direct
result of a tip-off but it remains essential
that any information which may become
known about paramilitary activity is im-
mediately forwarded to police.

Citizens from all sections of society
have a heavy responsibility to take the
steps necessary to prevent further
bloodshed by tiny groups of extremists.

The appalling murder of Constable
Ronan Kerr in Omagh on April 2 horri-
fied ordinary people in all parts of
Ireland and graphically illustrated the
threat which exists to the entire
community.

Constable Kerr, a courageous young re-
cruit to the PSNI, symbolised the cross-
community approach to policing which
has the overwhelming support of both
nationalists and unionists.

Those who targeted him so ruthlessly
are using evil tactics which not only
comprehensively failed to advance any
political objectives in the past but deliv-
ered only anguish and suffering on an
enormous scale.

It is vital that the perpetrators of the
outrage, together with all others who are
prepared to kill in the pursuit of a dis-
credited cause, are brought to justice.

However, there will also be unease that,
by last night, three suspects arrested in
connection with the murder had been in
custody without charge for periods of
nine, 10 and 12 days respectively.

In the past, binding legal guidelines in
Northern Ireland dictated that suspects
should either be charged or released
after a maximum of seven days of ques-
tioning by detectives.

When permission for detention to be
extended for up to 28 days was intro-
duced under the UK's 2006 Terrorism
Act, it was said to be a specific response
to the international campaign of organi-
sations like al-Qaida.

It will be noted that the same legisla-
tion has now been used in Northern Ire-
land on a number of occasions, even
though the British home secretary
Theresa May said only last year that it
was a temporary measure and her gov-
ernment would be “looking to reduce it
over time”.

The individuals who assassinated Con-
stable Kerr in cold blood as he prepared
to drive to work had no interest whatso-
ever in any aspect of basic human rights.

As long as the authorities take an en-
tirely different approach and insist on
maintaining the highest possible judicial
standards at all times, the murderers will
be marginalised and ultimately defeated.
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