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EMBARGOED UNTIL 1400hrs SUNDAY, 9th DECEMBER 2012 

 

Patrick Finucane: His Continuing Legacy 

Unveiling of Memorial at Beechmount Avenue 

Sunday, 09 December 2012 

 

Address by Geraldine Finucane 

I would like to welcome all of you to this event to mark and commemorate the 

continuing legacy of my late husband, Pat Finucane. Since Pat’s death, as you all 

know, our family has been involved in an international campaign seeking the 

establishment of an independent public inquiry into the circumstances of his murder.  

 

I am very pleased to be able to unveil this mural in West Belfast. It is the area Pat 

grew up in with his family, his parents, his brothers and sister, many years ago. He 

probably played in this street as a boy. He would certainly have walked it as a young 

man. This was one of the places he was happiest during his life, as he dreamed of 

the future. I cannot think of anywhere that would be more appropriate to host a 

memorial to Pat’s continuing legacy than somewhere so closely linked to his past. 

 

Many people spend a lot of time nowadays telling us that the past should be 

forgotten. That it is not worth exploring. That it is unimportant. I do not think this is 

true. From the numbers of people here today, I can see you do not think it is true 

either. The past is important. So is truth. If we know what has happened in the past 

is true then it is just as important that we acknowledge it. 

 

We know what happened in our past. We know what happened to Pat Finucane, just 

as we know what happened to many others. They were taken from us when they 

should not have been. They were murdered when they should have been protected. 

They were victims of one of the most appalling examples of British Government 

policy ever to be implemented in Ireland: the policy of State collusion.  

 

We know this to be true. We know that it happened. But we do not know who was 

responsible and we do not know why they did it. This is why there must be an 

inquiry: to answer the questions that remain to be answered. To bring to light those 

who have remained faceless throughout the years. 
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In the last twenty-three years, our family has, quite literally, travelled the world 

seeking support for our campaign. We have been very successful. Many influential 

people occupying important positions in leading countries throughout the world have 

agreed to support our campaign and helped us try to achieve a public inquiry. 

 

So far we have not achieved the establishment of an independent public inquiry into 

Pat’s murder. The British Government made an agreement in 2004 that they would 

establish an inquiry if an international judge recommended one in his report. The 

judge appointed was Peter Cory, formerly of the Canadian Supreme Court.  

 

Judge Cory recommended an inquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane. He said that 

his investigations revealed “strong evidence that collusive acts were committed 

by the Army (FRU), the RUC Special Branch and the Security Service. I am 

satisfied that there is a need for a public inquiry.” 

 

Judge Cory delivered his report, containing this conclusion, to the British 

Government, almost nine years ago. Everyone expected them to honour the 

agreement they had made. They did not. There has been no public inquiry.  

 

Last year, on 11th October 2011, my family and I travelled to Downing Street to meet 

the British Prime Minister, David Cameron and to hear his proposal. 

 

We had been told in advance that we would be pleased by the Government’s 

proposal. We entered 10 Downing Street full of hope. We left full of anger. 

 

The Prime Minister told us he was going to appoint a lawyer to review the papers in 

the case and write a report. That was all. There would be no public inquiry. 

 

The report from that review is due to be published next week, on Wednesday, 12th 

December 2012. My family and I will travel to London to receive the report and read 

its contents. The author, Sir Desmond De Silva QC, has written to assure me that he 

has “not shied away from probing the depths of this case and drawing hard-

hitting conclusions.” 
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I have great difficulty in merely accepting the word of the Government’s appointed 

reviewer that he has drawn conclusions that are as hard-hitting as they might be. I 

know he is someone with strong historical links to the Conservative Party and the 

British establishment. He is described by Tory MPs as a “loyal Conservative.” 

Despite this, however, I will judge Sir Desmond De Silva’s work on its merits and see 

if it lives up to the claim he makes.  

 

But what I will not do is accept that a review by a lawyer could ever be a substitute 

for an independent public inquiry. There is a simple reason for this. 

 

After twenty three years of campaigning, twenty three years of struggle, twenty three 

years of disappointment and frustration, I am not prepared to take the word of 

anyone that they have found the truth for me.  

 

I think, after twenty three years, that I am entitled to read the truth for myself from 

documents on the table in front of me. 

 

I think, after twenty three years, that I am entitled to hear the truth for myself, from 

witnesses who are in the room next to me. 

 

I think, after twenty three years, that I am entitled to know the truth for myself and for 

my family and for my friends and supporters all around the world who have helped 

me get to the point of exposing the truth that the British State has battled to 

suppress: that the British colluded and were complicit in the murder of Pat Finucane. 

 

I am entitled to a public examination of all of the circumstances and explanations 

from those who are required to give them, no matter how powerful, no matter how 

influential. 

 

In short, I am entitled to the truth. We are all entitled to the truth. Because it is 

important, just like the past is important. 

 

If we stop and take the time to examine the past and learn from what has happened, 

we can benefit from the experience. We can grow and develop and move beyond 
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that which has always held us back. Lives will be saved. People under threat will not 

be lost. Things will not happen the way they did before. 

 

If we do not do this, if the truth remains hidden and suppressed, then we will always 

be trapped by it, unable to grow, unable to develop. Worse still, we risk repeating the 

past we are trying to move beyond, as the circumstances of Pat Finucane’s murder 

become used as justification for more conflict instead of a platform for reconciliation. 

 

I am not a person who enjoys living in the past. I look to the future we have before us 

in Ireland, a future that I believe in, and am optimistic about. I want this future to be 

peaceful and strong. I am prepared to do whatever I can to make this a reality but 

not at any price.  

 

I do not think anyone should have to accept someone else’s version of the truth.  

 

That would be progress at any price, which is not really progress at all. 

 

I will go to London and see what this latest report has to say. But when I have seen it 

and read it, my family and I will return to our campaign because we believe in the 

truth. The events of our past shape us and drive us on to do what we believe is right 

and the right thing to do is establish an inquiry into the murder of Pat Finucane. 

 

Thank you very much.” 


