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B A C K G R O U N D  T O  ‘ P O I S O N O U S 
L E G A C I E S ’  C O N F E R E N C E

The Poisonous Legacies conference was organised by the Bloody Sunday Trust and the 
Pat Finucane Centre for Human Rights to mark the third anniversary of publication of the 
Report of the Bloody Sunday Inquiry. It was held in Derry’s Guildhall, where the Inquiry 
– chaired by Lord Saville of Newdigate – had sat gathering evidence between April 1998 
and November 2004.

The Poisonous Legacies conference was part of the City of Culture 2013 programme 
and sought to contribute to Culture Company 2013’s commitment to provide purposeful 
inquiry, as well as joyous celebration. The free event – on June 14th and 15th 2013 – was 
open to all and attracted a large audience.

Participants set out to explore how conflict zones in Ireland and elsewhere could be 
transformed into peaceful new societies. The conference drew together an international 
cast of academics, journalists and activists who were eager to exchange ideas and 
share experiences. Presentations and workshops were prepared to examine the impact 
of conflict and colonialism in various parts of the world including the Middle East, 
Colombia, Argentina, Chechnya, Spain, Italy and Ireland. 

On the agenda were relevant but sensitive issues such as collusion and cover-up; 
torture and counter-insurgency methods; prosecution and amnesty; truth recovery; and 
memorials and commemoration.

Outlining the organisers’ objectives before the conference opened, Paul O’Connor of the 
Pat Finucane Centre said they hoped it would contribute to the process of peace-building 
in Ireland and elsewhere. He said it was their ambition that the sharing and exchange 
of ideas, about some of the world’s most intractable conflicts, would help people from 
Ireland and beyond to shape a better future.

The international dimension was further recognised in the conference’s optimistic 
strapline – ‘Otro mundo es posible’ – another world is possible.

Delegates at the conference
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D A Y  1 :  J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 1 3
1 0 . 0 0  A . M .  ‘ P O I S O N O U S  L E G A C I E S ’ 

opening address by Professor kieran Mcevoy:
Queen’s University academic, Professor Kieran McEvoy, delivered a blunt message to 
groups representing victims of the Troubles in his opening address to the Poisonous 
Legacies conference: they had a responsibility to engage in civilised debate the same as 
every group dealing with the past in Northern Ireland. 

The Professor of Law and Transitional Justice made his comments as he mapped out 
the themes which might be explored over the two days of the conference. He recalled 
the unruly scenes at the launch of the Eames-Bradley Report on the Past, when “victims 
groups tried to shout down other victims’ groups, and people called into question the 
suffering of the other”. He said the episode showed how much ‘heat’ could be generated 
by discussion of the past here.

“There is continuing tension surrounding what 
we need as a shared future,” Professor McEvoy 
suggested, “underlying issues of sectarianism, and 
we’re still having debates about how to deal with the 
past.”

The academic’s severest criticism was reserved for the 
administrations in London and Dublin, who he said 
had effectively washed their hands of the problem 
and disengaged from the process. “What you get 
from the NIO and the Department of Foreign Affairs is, 
‘If the local politicians can’t find a way through, what 
can we do?’ While that is superficially appealing, the reality is that we wouldn’t have had 
a peace process if the two governments hadn’t acted in a role of stewarding the process 
through the most difficult issues.”

Professor McEvoy suggested a number of themes which delegates might wish to consider 
throughout the conference, including the lack of a truth commission or a similar style of 
body. “Instead we have what some refer to as a mosaic of initiatives; do we still need 
the big, over-arching process or is the patchwork enough?”

The role of historical prosecutions was, for McEvoy, another major issue, with history 
suggesting that the successful prosecution of State actors was extremely rare. “A trial is 
not a truth recovery process; people are unlikely to say very much, so ‘Prosecution as a 
route to truth?’”

The Transitional Justice expert felt that the use of amnesties ought to be explored as 
a possible means of incentivising the process of truth recovery. They had already been 
seen to be effective in truth recovery in relation to ‘the Disappeared’ and there were 
good and bad examples of how amnesties had been used elsewhere. “In some Latin 
American countries they were used to obliterate the past and avoid prosecution, but 
in the last 25 years we’ve seen them linked to truth, as with South Africa’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. They have now become part of the architecture of transitional 
justice as a route to truth.”

McEvoy told delegates that there were interesting conversations to be had around the 
role of apologies, law and lawyers, ex-combatants, memorialisation and commemoration.  
And he had a question for the audience (which included members of various victims’ 
organisations): Do victims have a responsibility? 

“Sometimes because of a person’s past suffering, they are allowed to get away with a lot 
more than an ordinary person would be. But once you put yourself forward as a victims’ 
spokesperson you become a political actor; you should be subject to the same polite, 
respectful but firm interrogation of your position as anyone else.”

“do victims 
have a 
responsibility?”
Kieran McEvoy
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1 1 . 0 0 a m . 
‘ B R I T A N N I A  W A I V E S  T H E  R U L E S ’ , 

C H A I R E D  B Y 
P R O F E S S O R  B I L L  R O L S T O N

keynote address by Guardian journalist, ian cobain:
There was a moment of pure theatre when the Guardian journalist Ian Cobain flourished 
a ‘top secret’ document about torture which, he said, was never meant to have fallen 
into the hands of a journalist. Cobain told the Guildhall audience that it was a policy 
document for MI5 and MI6 officers and related to the torture of terrorism suspects by 
overseas intelligence services. 
The Guardian reporter had unearthed the paper while investigating allegations by British 
Muslims – detained in Pakistan and Bangladesh and suspected of having links with Al 
Qaeda – that they had been questioned by British intelligence officers in between torture 
sessions conducted by local interrogators.
Cobain’s keynote address on the first morning of the conference explored the theme of 
his award-winning 2012 book Cruel Britannia: A Secret History of Torture. In his address – 
as in the book – Cobain detailed the hidden history of dubious practices carried out by, 
or on behalf of, the British state since the Second World War.
He questioned why people weren’t more aware of the existence of torture centres such as 
the London Cage, where German prisoners were interrogated 
during and after the war, initially to extract intelligence for 
the war effort but afterwards to obtain evidence for war 
crimes tribunals. Cobain said people were hanged on the 
basis of such confessions.
He told the conference that British agents ran a network 
of overseas interrogation centres and had their own fleet 
of aircraft, which were used to fly people to prisons in 
places including Brussels, Berlin, Naples, Cairo, Casablanca 
and Delhi. While he was investigating the torture centres, 
a group of elderly Kenyans began proceedings at the High 
Court in London alleging that they’d been tortured by British 
colonial forces during the Mau Mau insurgency in the 1950s; 
in 2013 the Kenyans were finally granted around £20m in 
compensation by the British government.
Cobain said he began to link war-time London, the Cold War, 
colonial conflict in Africa, Ireland, and – after 9/11 – Pakistan, Bangladesh and Iraq. He 
said there was a path which allowed you to see that over the years the British had used 
not only the same techniques of abuse, but the same techniques of concealment.
One of the obvious reasons why people didn’t know more about these cases was that all 
crimes – not just crimes committed by the state but war crimes, too – are surrounded by 
blankets of denial and obfuscation and secrecy. But Cobain offered another explanation: 
the British state was “particularly skilled at applying Official Secrets to conceal evidence 
of wrong-doing”. 
The reporter suggested in his address that lies and secrecy create spaces in which myths 
and falsehoods can flourish. Once the conflict is over, the myth remains. The myth allows 
us [the British] to say to ourselves, “We don’t do torture, we don’t run death squads, we 
don’t make people disappear, because it’s not in our nature.”
Revealing his recently-discovered “policy document for MI5 and MI6 officers”, Cobain 
told the audience that once you read it you realised why it was so secret; it included 
things like how to weigh up the importance of the information you were seeking with 
the amount of pain the individual might suffer while it was being extracted. It also told 
intelligence officers how to keep such mistreatment secret because, if they didn’t, it 
would lead to further radicalisation and would make matters worse. 
Such attempts were futile, in Cobain’s view: “One of the things that I’ve realised is that 
eventually the truth comes out and we do learn – far too late – but we do learn about 
these secrets.” 

“eventually 
the truth 
comes 
out...”
Ian Cobain
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anne cadwallader, journalist and Pfc caseworker:
The late Baroness Thatcher was made aware of the extent of collusion between members 
of the security forces and loyalist paramilitary groups as far back as September 1975, 
according to a document obtained from the National Archives at Kew. A copy of the 
document was revealed to the Poisonous Legacies conference by Anne Cadwallader, a 
case-worker with the Pat Finucane Centre for Human Rights. 
It recorded a confidential briefing given to the then opposition leader, Margaret Thatcher, 
by Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson. Mrs Thatcher was told that there were elements 
in the police who were very close to the UVF; she was also informed of the British Army’s 
judgement that the UDR was “very heavily infiltrated by extremist Protestants” and that 
in a crisis situation the regiment “could not be relied upon to be loyal”.
Cadwallader’s presentation to the conference gave delegates a foretaste of revelations 
in her controversial new book, Lethal Allies: British collusion in Ireland, which was to be 
published four months later. The book detailed the extent of the activities of the loyalist 
‘Glenanne Gang’ – blaming members for more than 120 murders in the early to mid 70’s 
– and alleged that the security forces were aware of the group’s activities. 
The author told the audience that those killed by the gang were either totally random 
victims, who died in indiscriminate attacks on Catholic bars, or – in the case of those 
specifically targeted – were small business people, mostly ordinary nationalists, many of 
whom were gradually becoming more prosperous. Cadwallader said she believed they 
were murdered to scare nationalists into lowering their political aspirations, and claimed 
that this was “tolerated and even encouraged” by London.
The former journalist said what made the gang and “its permutations” particularly 
deserving of our attention was that a large number of its members were either serving or 
former members of “what our government still likes to call ‘security forces’.” 
Cadwallader suggested that British tactics in Ireland were no different from those used in 
any other colonial outpost in the aftermath of World War Two, including Kenya, Cyprus, 
Oman and Dhofar. She said the legacy of conflict could be poisonous not only for the 
immediate victims of collusion but for an entire society – and even globally.
Here in Northern Ireland, because there was no truth recovery process, Cadwallader said 
we’d been left with two communities still fighting a war through the media and through 
politics; meanwhile the states – Britain and Ireland – refused to acknowledge their role. 
There was no true reconciliation; the peace walls weren’t coming down; flag and parade 
protests were still taking place, while the potential continued for conflict re-emerging. 
And in homes throughout this country, the writer claimed, this was leading to quiet 
desperation.
“The British and Irish governments constantly ask people to move on, but asking them 
to move on while they’re still grieving is asking them to stop loving the person they lost; 
calling on victims to forget the past is insulting – pain and loss are still there today.

Bill Rolston, Ian Cobain, Andree Murphy



8

andrée Murphy, deputy director of relatives for Justice:
The Deputy Director of the victims’ group, Relatives for Justice, told the ‘Britannia 
Waives the Rules’ session of the conference that the issue of state collusion with loyalist 
paramilitaries had left monstrous, unhealed scars across the community in the North. 
The Belfast campaigner said she had been asked to speak about the impact of the 
security forces’ policies on the community during the 80s and 90s. There were many 
policies she could have discussed: shoot-to-kill, forced strip-searching of women 
prisoners, political vetting, censorship and many others. She opted, though, to talk 
about “how the policy of collusion was developed” and what it had meant for families 
since.

Ms Murphy said there had been a lot of 
scrutiny of collusion. Investigative journalists 
had given victims of the policy a vital voice. 
There had been official scrutiny by John 
Stevens, Judge Corey and even the De Silva 
Review. “We have even had a British Prime 
Minister admit that there was collusion and 
apologizing for it.” There had been a lot of 
attention and a lot of process, but families 
didn’t recognise that, she said; they would 
talk about ‘cover-up’. While what was once 
dismissed as Republican propaganda was 
now accepted, why – Murphy asked – did 
groups like hers continue to devote attention 
to the issue of collusion and why did families 
continue to feel frustrated?
“It’s because what we’ve had from all these 
processes are only glimpses of what has 
occurred, because the British government 
have reneged again and again on their 
promises to have full transparency.”
The RFJ spokesperson recalled the signing 
of the Anglo-Irish Agreement in 1985, when 

Britain acknowledged that the southern government had a legitimate interest in the 
North. Despite massive unionist opposition to the Agreement – with thousands of 
protesters taking to the streets – loyalists had killed only two Catholics that year; the 
following year they shot dead 15.
Ms Murphy said that in 1985 – at the very same time as the British and Irish 
governments were “hammering out the Agreement” – the Force Reconnaissance Unit [an 
arm of British military intelligence] was “setting in place the importation of weaponry to 
loyalism.” She said the UDA had, by this stage, been completely infiltrated by FRU, one 
of whose agents, Brian Nelson, was the UDA’s Chief Intelligence Officer. 
In 1985 Nelson had gone to South Africa to investigate the possible procurement of 
weaponry for the UDA. In 1987, by which stage Murphy said the Anglo-Irish Agreement 
was dead, Brian Nelson completed the deal “under the direction of FRU” and a shipment 
of weapons landed from South Africa in January 1988. It included more than 200 
automatic assault rifles, 500 fragmentation grenades, Browning pistols and a dozen RPG 
rocket launchers. 
Murphy said their arrival was announced to the public with Michael Stone’s attack on an 
IRA funeral at Milltown Cemetery, which left three mourners dead. She calculated that in 
the six years before the weapons’ arrival, loyalists had killed 71 people; in the six years 
and nine months afterwards, they killed 279 people.
Murphy recognised that there were many people across the community suffering from 
many different policies in the 80s and 90s. Collusion, she said, was just one – but it 
needed to be accounted for. “In the absence of a full independent inquiry, we and the 
families can only take bits and pieces that put together the picture. The picture is that 
the British government and the British military and the RUC Special Branch worked 
together to ensure that – while they talked about peace to republicans – they attacked 
the republican-nationalist community, terrorising and demoralising it.
“It was against their own law and against international law, and that’s why we must 
know about it.”

“state collusion 
with loyalist 
paramilitaries 
had left 
monstrous, 
unhealed scars 
across the 
community...”
Andrée Murphy
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Mark McGovern, Professor of sociology at edge hill university:
Professor Mark McGovern’s address to the conference focused on the use of shame as a 
tool of empire or state power, and as a means of enacting and enforcing imperial rule. 
The Edgehill University sociologist has been researching the nature of collusion as a form 
of coercive state practice in the North in the late 80s and early 90s, and particularly its 
impact on victims’ families and communities in rural areas.  
McGovern began his address with a reference to Ian Cobain’s book, Cruel Britannia, which 
includes an interview with republican ex-prisoner, Tommy McKearney, describing how he 
was interrogated at Castlereagh in the 1970s. In it McKearney recalled the methods of 
torture used against him, including exacting pain by putting pressure on joints for hours 
on end and then forcing him to do physical exercise on the damaged joints.
The result was threefold: there was an element of pain, an element of stress and an 
element of humiliation, forcing you to do the exercise to avoid the pain. For a man in his 
twenties, the idea that you would succumb to the press-ups because you were scared of 
the pain was not only stressful but humiliating.
Professor McGovern said that during his research interviews he frequently encountered a 
sense of the profound emotional consequences of a range of practices employed in this 
period; collusion had to be seen as “one devastating part”of it.  In the often isolated 
circumstances of rural areas, collusion had to be viewed within the spectrum, from the 
extreme of extra-judicial killing and collusion, experience of torture and imprisonment, to 
the more everyday practices of surveillance, searches, checkpoints, harassment and so 
on, which taken together were – amongst other things – designed to generate a sense of 
humiliation and shame in people.
The academic said it was important to distinguish between shame and humiliation. 
Shame could be understood as a social emotion, because it was a feeling that arose 
from seeing oneself negatively in the eyes of others. Similarly humiliation could be 
thought of as an emotion inflicted on someone, which caused them to feel degraded or 
devalued, to have a sense of unworthiness. If humiliation was understood as a process 
of being made to feel unworthy of social belonging, the crucial distinction between 
humiliation and shame was that shame existed when that feeling of unworthiness was 
felt to be deserved.
Professor McGovern said that this had important social and political – as well as personal 
– consequences, not least because the distinction helped us understand how shame and 
humiliation could be used as a form of social control. Where a dominant group were 
able to persuade a subordinate group that they were responsible for the damage they 
had ‘brought upon themselves’, deserving of their humiliation and shame, the dominant 
group were able to divert attention away from their own actions.
“Humiliation experienced as such is something against which you can struggle and 
resist,” McGovern contended. “In many ways an essential role for the social organisation 
that exercises a repressive power is then to attempt to translate humiliation into shame – 
essentially to destroy their [the repressed group’s] sense of being human.” 
The turning of the object of power in on itself, be it an individual in a torture room or a 
colonised people, was – the academic argued – where shame mattered politically. It was 
also why, he suggested, a central task of empire was to translate the humiliation of the 
colonised into their shame.
If a state or empire had deployed shame as part and parcel of its rule, as McGovern 
believes had been evident in Northern Ireland, then it could not divorce the emotional 
and psychological legacy of its repression (and how to deal with it) from the institutional 
character of the politics of the empire itself.
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2 . 0 0 p m . 
‘ D O N ’ T  M E N T I O N  T H E  W A R ’ , 
C H A I R E D  B Y  D A N I E L  H O L D E R

valentina dastoli, association for the recovery of historical Memory (arMh)
Grandchildren had been to the fore in reawakening interest in the Spanish Civil War and 
the Franco regime, according to the first speaker in a session exploring how governments 
could conceal and deny state violence and human rights abuses. 

Valentina Dastoli told delegates 
that this could be traced back to 
the formation of the organization 
she worked for, the Association for 
the Recovery of Historical Memory, 
thirteen years earlier. The group 
was set up by journalist Emilio Silva 
after he located the remains of his 
grandfather and twelve other people 
in Priaranza del Bierzo, in October 
2000.  Since then, hundreds of 

smaller groups had been formed to campaign for “the recovery of historical memory” and 
to have the bodies of victims exhumed and reburied.
Dastoli, a researcher for the Association, said they campaigned to help people obtain 
justice, truth and reparation. “The Spanish case,” she said, was “a good example of 
a past that has not passed; a past that continues to ‘haunt’ because no ‘hospitable 
memory’ was ever given to it.” 
She challenged the depiction of Spain’s transition from dictatorship to democracy as a 
“success”. Behind the politics of reconciliation was a “pact of silence” in which Spain 
“opted to ‘leave the past behind’ once transition to democracy was achieved.” Dastoli 
claimed that a Francoist military influenced the construction and passage to democracy, 
ensuring that those who supported the regime – in the army and police, the Church, the 
judicial and economic systems – remained in power. 
Spanish democracy, she claimed, started from “a situation of imbalance”, which 
facilitated the impunity of the Franco regime. The Amnesty of 1977 – which she said 
concealed persecution and repression by the Civil War victors – constituted the main 
obstacle to legal attempts to revise the Franco era and its human rights violations. “So 
the transition paid the high price of ignoring and silencing the history of exile, resistance, 
opposition, incarceration, repression, assassination of dissidents, legal and extra-legal 
executions, embargoes, arrests, sacking and control of behaviour, tortures, internment 
camps.”
The memory Dastoli’s Association wanted to recover and restore was “the memory 
forgotten by the Spanish state – the memory of the sufferings and pains of the victims. 
‘The past, unaccounted for, does not lie quiet.’”

Panel speaking at the ‘Don’t Mention the War’ session

‘the past, 
unaccounted for, 
does not lie quiet.’
Valentiana Dastoli
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dr. Pat crowley, university college cork
Dr Pat Crowley revealed that as recently as 2001, the majority of French citizens had 
never heard of the 1961 Paris Massacre in which an estimated 200 people were killed by 
French police.
Eye-witness accounts from the day described how police attacked a demonstration of 
30,000 pro-FLN Algerians at a number of different locations in the French capital. Crowley, 
from University College Cork, told the conference that the violence was entirely unilateral 
and, coinciding with the internment of more than 14,000 Algerian men, was “clearly 
planned and systematically executed.”
The initial official death toll for the day was three, although in 1998 the French 
government acknowledged 40 deaths. The FLN say more than 200 were killed. 
Crowley told delegates that the dynamics of state collusion and cover- up meant there 
was little mention of the massacre during the 1960s and 70s, despite the scale of what 
had happened.  He said measures were put in place beforehand to ensure a blackout of 
coverage of the events and this was maintained afterwards. 
He said the French public found it difficult to believe the reports of police killings in the 
absence of images to substantiate FLN claims, and in the face of official denials.  A series 
of amnesties served as a legal block on any judicial pursuit while access to police files 
was denied until 1998. By stalling and ultimately preventing an official inquiry, the French 
authorities were able to manage the aftermath of October 17, 1961 and allow it to slip 
away from the concerns of the present. 
Throughout the 70s, the issue of what happened that day was kept alive only by some 
of the victims’ families and by radical, left-wing political activists “There was a complete 
lack of inter-generational transmission of the trauma of the events.” 
It wasn’t until the 1980s that a third generation began to mobilise in favour of a process 
of commemoration and political recovery of historical truth, and began to mobilise the 
memories of 1961 for the benefit of other political agendas,  e.g. in the protests by 
young Arabs in the early 80s against institutionalised racism.  
In 2012, the French Socialist President Francois Hollande acknowledged the 1961 
massacre of Algerians in Paris but there has been no admission to date of state 
responsibility for what happened, nor any official action in terms of recovery of historical 
memory. 

aida yolanda abella esquivel, former member of the colombian national assembly: 
A leading trade unionist and former member of the Colombian National Assembly told the 
conference that her country was suffering “a huge scale human rights and humanitarian 
crisis” that was not being acknowledged internationally.
Aida Yolanda Abella Esquivel, who is living in exile after a series of 
death threats and attempts on her life, gave delegates a disturbing 
insight into the campaign of murder, disappearance and torture being 
waged by right-wing paramilitaries linked to drug cartels and the 
Colombian government. 
Addressing the conference, Esquivel said the country’s oil, gold and 
mineral wealth had made it vulnerable to the greed of multinational 
corporations and that it had suffered 200 years of war, both declared 
and undeclared. 
“Today,” she told delegates, “three forms of genocide, designed to 
annihilate any form of political opposition, are being waged with 
absolute impunity – against trade unionists, poor peasants and political 
opponents. “
Thousands of people have been murdered, including around 5,000 
members of one particular political movement. Since 1975, almost 3,000 
trade unionists have been murdered and nearly 5 million people have 
been forcibly dispossessed and displaced. Another 85,000 people have 
‘disappeared’.
Esquivel said that Colombia was a democracy in name only, with 
large numbers of parliamentarians being “linked to death-squads 
and the drug-dealing mafia”.  “Genocide isn’t spontaneous, it doesn’t 
just happen,” she said. “Those responsible respond to a plan. Everything is minutely 
prepared.” 

“Genocide isn’t 
spontaneous, 
it doesn’t just 
happen,” she 
said. “those 
responsible 
respond to a 
plan. everything 
is minutely 
prepared.” 
Aida Yolanda
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She said a mass media culture had transformed much of the population “into submissive 
and adaptable consumers” of the ruling political system. This created a culture where 
information about all aspects of national life – from consumption patterns to political 
preferences – could be manipulated to favour the governing classes.
On a more positive note, Esquivel said that the current Colombian government had given 
human rights activists “a tiny, tiny amount of hope” by opening negotiations with FARC 
guerrillas in Cuba.  She said that she and activists like her were determined to see the 
people who were responsible for the murders and disappearances put behind bars. As 
they had very little faith in the Colombian judicial system, they were taking most cases 
to international courts and were working with the American Court of Human Rights and 
the Human Rights Department of the United Nations. 
In a spirited conclusion to her presentation, she told the conference: “All the Colombians 
who were killed had names. They had families, relatives and comrades. They were in 
trade unions and in parties. They have lots of people behind them. And we will not 
stop, will not rest, until those who killed them – for the crime of dreaming of a better 
Colombia – are put behind bars.” 

ian cobain, journalist with the Guardian newspaper
A ripple of laughter greeted Ian Cobain’s opening suggestion that nobody 
could accuse the British public of not mentioning the Second World War. 
Cobain had agreed at short notice to take part in the ‘Don’t Mention 
the War’ discussion as a replacement for the Russian journalist Oksana 
Chelysheva who was detained at Stansted Airport on her way to the 
Poisonous Legacies conference and then deported.
He told delegates that while the British were happy to talk about World 
War II, there was little discussion – and, consequently, little public 
knowledge – of the many conflicts in which Britain had been involved 
since 1945. He said that these wars were under-reported as reporting was 
actively discouraged. “Most people don’t have a clue, for example, about 
the British involvement in Vietnam on behalf of the French, in the East 
Indies on behalf of the Dutch, in a war in Greece, or in Indonesia in the 
1960s.” He said that even in the one year since 1945 when the British, 
according to official sources, were not at war, they were actually involved 
in a counter-insurgency operation in Dhofar. 
The award-winning Guardian journalist said the secrecy and denial 
surrounding such events was “a space that allowed falsehoods, mistakes 
and myths to flourish – about, for example, how we conducted ourselves and dealt with 
our prisoners”. He said any time Britain decided to go to war, it had to to justify its 
decision by demonising the enemy and telling glorious stories about British action. 
He said that as British military, political leaders, senior officials and the public appeared 
to have great difficulty learning from past wars, they were likely to repeat their mistakes 
in the future. “If you don’t understand your past, then you can’t understand your present 
or really understand yourselves.” 
Cobain finished his presentation by asking rhetorically whether he was confident British 
troops would withdraw from Afghanistan in 2014. He said he believed that British special 
forces would still be there and there would be a temptation to deploy more forces – “a 
temptation to which people who don’t understand past conflicts may well succumb.”

Anne Cadwallader, Bill Rolston and Ian Cobain

“secrecy 
and denial... 
allowed 
falsehoods, 
mistakes 
and myths to 

flourish”
Ian Cobain
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3 . 4 5 p m . 
‘ H O R R I B L E  H I S T O R I E S ’

Staff from the Pat Finucane Centre have launched periodic ‘raids’ on the National 
Archives in Kew, to mine its rich treasure of declassified documents. The material in the 
ten thousand-plus documents they have copied ranges from the bizarre to the deeply 
disturbing. Two of the centre’s staff, Paul O’Connor and Sara Duddy, shared some of their 
findings with the conference.
One early memo, on the security forces’ relationship with the UDA, suggested that 
operations against the group should be concentrated on its criminal extremist elements 
“while making every endeavour to maintain good relations with law abiding citizens in 
the organisation.”
The minute of a high-level meeting in London, in 1974, recorded that civil servants were 
asked why Protestants hadn’t been interned until early 1973. An official from the Treasury 
Solicitor’s Office replied that: “In the view of the security forces there was no serious 
Protestant threat in that period of a kind that led to death and serious injuries.” During 
the period in question, loyalist paramilitaries had killed 120 people.
Another document – a report prepared for Downing Street in 1973 entitled ‘Subversion 
in the UDR’ – suggested that “It seems likely that a significant proportion (perhaps 5 
to 15 per cent) of UDR soldiers will also be members of the UDA, the Vanguard Service 
Corps, Orange Volunteers or the UVF”. The document continued: “Except in limited 
circumstances, subversion in the UDR has not compromised its ability to carry out its 
duties.”
The minutes of a meeting between NIO officials and loyalists (including UDA, UVF and 
Red Hand Commando representatives) on December 19, 1974, recorded a complaint from 
the loyalists that the RUC was not recruiting enough people into its reserve, and that 
there was discrimination against loyalists, former B Specials and former detainees. Paul 
O’Connor told the conference that two years after this meeting, a memo was presented 
to the Ministry of Defence suggesting there should be full-time regiments of the UDR, as 
well as part-time. “When the minister enquired where the idea had come from, officials 
said it had been put to them at a meeting with loyalists on December 19, 1974.”
One of the most bizarre items of correspondence was written on the 30 April 1974, only 
weeks before the Dublin-Monaghan bombings. The UVF’s Brigade Headquarters Staff 
wrote to the British Government offering the services of the UVF “to combat terrorism 
and anarchy”. In its letter, the UVF observed: “It may of course be argued that such a 
move would be seen to be collusion between the government and a supposed terrorist 
organisation.”
In September 1975, opposition leader Margaret Thatcher was briefed by Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson about suspected loyalist links with the British Army’s largest regiment. 

A minute of the meeting records that Mrs Thatcher was informed of the army’s 
judgement that the UDR were “heavily infiltrated by extremist Protestants and that in 
a crisis situation they could not be relied on to be loyal.” 
When in the late 70s, another Prime Minister raised concerns about the number 
of people going straight to hospital after interrogation, Chief Constable, Kenneth 
Newman, wrote to the NIO suggesting that there were strong grounds for taking the 
possibility of self-inflicted injury into account. “We have ample intelligence indicating 
that PIRA prisoners have been instructed to frustrate interviews by either attacking 
their interviewers or by self-inflicting injuries.” The Chief Constable listed what he 
described as “some examples of cases on record”, including:  “throwing oneself down 
a flight of stairs”; “injury to neck by attempted self-strangulation”;  “punching own 
face and poking own eyes”; and “hitting own face with shoe”. Other self-inflicted 
injuries – according to the Chief Constable – “included self-burning with cigarettes, 
biting lips and tongue, burning limbs on hot radiators and poking nails into ears.”
PFC staff discovered a batch of correspondence concerning the controversial use 
of plastic bullets. It included documentation from the Porton Down establishment 
suggesting that all plastic bullet guns in use in Northern Ireland in the early 80s were 
faulty. Staff at the facility were responsible for advising the MoD on the lethality of 
plastic bullets, but complained that the military were thwarting their efforts. According 
to Porton Down, all plastic bullet guns in use in the North in the early eighties had a 
faulty trigger mechanism and a faulty sight mechanism. 

“documents 
reveal that 
Mrs thatcher 
was informed 
that the udr 
were “heavily 
infiltrated 
by extremist 
Protestants and 
that in a crisis 
situation they 
could not be 
relied on to be 

loyal.” 

???????????
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D A Y  2 :  J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 1 3

1 0 . 0 0 a m . 
‘ O T R O  M U N D O  E S  P O S I B L E  – 

A N O T H E R  W O R L D  I S  P O S S I B L E ’

opening address by Geraldine finucane, widow of murdered lawyer Patrick finucane:
Truth and justice campaigner, Geraldine Finucane, told delegates at the start of the 
second day of the Poisonous Legacies conference that one of the most important aspects 
of the Irish peace process was how we approached, dealt with and moved beyond the 
past, “without forgetting it or – worse still – pretending that it didn’t happen.” 
The widow of murdered human rights lawyer, Pat Finucane, said the sort of collusion and 
cover-up which surrounded her husband’s killing in 1989 was all too common in states 
which tried to suppress journalists, lawyers and other activists campaigning for human 
rights. 

Mrs Finucane and her family have been campaigning 
for 25 years for ‘a proper public inquiry’ into her 
husband’s death. She said getting to the truth in 
such circumstances required dedication, persistence, 
sacrifice and a willingness to carry on – very often 
alone – in the face of adversity and setbacks. 
Quoting Mahatma Gandhi – “First they ignore you, 
then they ridicule you, then they fight you, then you 
win” – Mrs Finucane said success could take a very 
long time to achieve.  
“We haven’t succeeded – yet,” she said.  “We have 
come close to our goal but the last few inches are 
always the hardest.”  
She said events like the Poisonous Legacies 
conference served a vital purpose for people who 
were seeking accountability, justice and resolution; 
they provided advice and help to those who were 

lost, were distracted by the obstacles placed in their way or had fallen by the wayside 
through despair or fatigue. 
 “All around the world, people who’ve suffered human rights abuse in the past and who 
live with its poisonous legacy, can take hope from the simple message going out from 
this conference: you are not alone.” 

Geraldine Finucane speaking at the conference

“We have come 
close to our 
goal but the 
last few inches 
are always the 
hardest.”

Geraldine Finucane
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1 0 . 1 5 a m . 
‘ R E C O V E R I N G  M E M O R Y 
–  R I G H T I N G  H I S T O R Y ’ , 

C H A I R E D  B Y  S U S A N  M C K A Y

ewa slutzky, hiJos holanda:
One of the most novel ideas aired at the conference was that people seeking justice 
and truth should also aspire to be happy. The suggestion came from Ewa Slutzky, a 
representative of the Argentinian pressure group, HIJOS Holanda, during a discussion on 
how story-telling and commemoration could help societies deal with their violent pasts.  
Slutzky’s grandfather was one of 30,000 people who were ‘disappeared’ – abducted – 
between 1976 and 1982. HIJOS (Sons and Daughters for Identity and Justice, Against 
Oblivion and Silence) is made up of the families of the people who went missing, 
and campaigns to identify and 
prosecute those responsible.  
Slutzky told the conference that 
the HIJOS focus on happiness 
made it unique among the 
many organisations dedicated to 
memory, justice and truth. She 
said the commitment to happiness 
ensured that while seeking justice, 
HIJOS was a forward-looking 
organisation whose victory lay in carrying on the values of the absent parents in a 
positive way. (One practical example of this ethos is the Sports Journalism courses which 
the organisation operates for teenagers from the Argentinian slums). 
The HIJOS slogan ‘Ni olvido, ni perdon’ (Never forget, never forgive) demonstrates that its 
members’ commitment to happiness does not dilute their determination to track down 
those involved in the abductions, torture and murders of their loved ones. Its other 
slogan, ‘A donde van los Nazis, los iremos a buscar’ (Where the Nazis go we will find 
them) is a line from a song and celebrates the HIJOS practice of escraches which was 
particularly relevant before amnesty laws were repealed in 2004. 
Slutzky described to the audience how members tracked down perpetrators of human 
rights abuses and staged public demonstrations outside their homes, to let neighbours 
and the wider public know about their past crimes.  “When there was no justice in the 
courts, there was peaceful justice in the streets,” she said.

liat rosenberg, Zochrot:
Unlike the violence carried out under the time-limited Argentinian dictatorships, 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is continuing. Liat Rosenberg from Zochrot (an Israeli 
organization working for an acknowledgement of Israel’s responsibility for the injustices 
of the Nakba) told delegates that the Nakba was “a war that hasn’t ended”.  She said re-
addressing the 1948 Nakba had to be a precondition for resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.
Rosenberg said that before the past and its poisonous legacies could be re-addressed, 
agreement had to be reached on what particular point in time ‘the past’ referred to. 
According to mainstream discourse, she told delegates, the Israeli Occupation of 1967 
was the basis of the ongoing conflict. Zochrot, however, believed that any attempt to 
find a just resolution to the conflict would have to look back to 1948, with the Israeli 
public acknowledging that past.
She concluded her presentation by stating that the most urgent issue facing Israel today 
was that of more than 750,000 Palestinian refugees. Looking to the future, Rosenberg 
said it should be built on three principles: the current regime must change; the process 
of addressing past crimes must be multi-tiered and multi-dimensional; and a society 
must be created that won’t repeat its past. “Those who forget war are doomed to repeat 
it – and that describes Israel today,” she added. 

hijos commitment to happiness does not 
dilute their determination to track down 
those involved in the abductions, torture 
and murders of their loved ones.
Ewa Slutzky
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alan McBride, healing through remembering / Wave trauma centre:
The only local delegate on the ‘Recovering Memory: Righting History’ panel, Alan 
McBride, reiterated the importance of agreeing a narrative as a basis for peace-building 
and reconciliation.  McBride, whose wife was killed in the 1993 Shankill bombing, said 
that while story-telling was central to truth recovery, it was imperative that victims and 
survivors not only told their stories but had those stories listened to.
He told the conference that he personally had benefited from talking about his 
experience and that his ‘message’ started to change as he listened to the stories of 
others, including former loyalist and republican prisoners. 
 “It helped me to understand where they were coming from. But as my message began 
to change, other unionists – even members of my own family – regarded me as a sort of 
traitor. When you start to say something different and to challenge the usual narrative, 
people turn away.”
While McBride believes that story-telling can help individuals, families and society, and 
can play an important role in dispelling myths, he said it was only one aspect of dealing 
with the past. He described how over the course of ten years working with the WAVE 
Trauma Centre in Belfast, he had witnessed the way story-telling could often contribute 
to peace-building but could also keep people stuck in the past if their narrative wasn’t 
challenged. 
He referred to work done by the South African politician and founder of the International 
Centre for Transitional Justice, Dr Alex Robain, in identifying four types of truth: personal 
truth, forensic truth, community truth and restorative truth. He said that story-telling had 
to aim for restorative truth, i.e. a version of events which was agreed and shared across 
all communities, if it was to bring about peace-building and reconciliation. 
He told delegates that story-telling was neither easy nor ‘soft’ but it had the potential to 
unlock a lot of pain – as long as the stories were listened to. 

elena Monicelli, the Peace school foundation of Monte sole / international coalition of 
sites of conscience:
The practice of listening is one of the most important techniques employed at the Peace 
School Foundation of Monte Sole. There, students setting out on the journey to ‘make 
memory active’ listen to the stories of victims and survivors, while at the same time 
‘recognizing the multiple actors complicit in violence’.  
Elena Monicelli explained how the Foundation used the history of a 1944 massacre to 
help students make connections between the past and the present for the purposes of 
peace-building. Nazi soldiers and Italian fascist forces killed almost 800 people in a one-
week period at Monte Sole in order to suppress partisan resistance during World War II. 
Many of the dead were women, elderly people and very young children, while only ten 
partisans were killed. 
Monicelli told the conference that the Peace School Foundation was founded in 2002 
following a long period in which teachers, scholars and human rights activists debated 
whether it was possible to use memory and the past as a tool for education, rather than 
“as an injection of values”. 
She said the role of victim was central to the new identity-building process which 
followed a war – whether the war was waged at an international level, like World War 
II, or was a civil war, as in the last two years of the Second World War in Italy. She 
suggested that amnesty was not necessarily a means of incentivising truth recovery; 
apologies from heads of states and perpetrators could have different impacts on victims 
and on wider society; and books written about commemoration and remembering were 
not neutral, and could often be a means of creating new conflict.
Monicelli said that Monte Sole and other ‘places of memory’ in the Sites of Conscience 
network had the power to engage the public in connecting the past and the present. By 
asking difficult and provocative questions, they led visitors to look at their own contexts, 
choices, roles and responsibilities – ‘to make memory active in the present day.’
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7 . 3 0 p m . 
‘ I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N 

W I T H  R O B E R T  F I S K ’ , 
C H A I R E D  B Y  P A U L  M C F A D D E N

The deepening crisis in Syria took centre stage at the final event of the conference, as 
a large audience gathered in Derry’s Guildhall to hear one of the world’s most respected 
journalists, the Independent’s Middle East correspondent Robert Fisk ‘in conversation’ 
with local, former BBC journalist, Paul McFadden. 

Concern about the deteriorating security situation in Syria conferred the occasion with 
added gravity; the awarding-winning journalist’s reports on the Syrian insurgency may 
well have been read by some of the world leaders who were simultaneously finalising 
preparations for the G8 summit in Fermanagh.

As Obama, Putin, and Co. wrestled with how to at least contain the escalating conflict, 
Fisk was dispensing words of advice based on years living and working in the region. He 
discussed the carnage which he had witnessed in Syria, and outlined the complexity of 
the conflict which threatened to engulf the whole Middle East. Any notion of arming only 
“nice Syrian rebels” – those unconnected to Al Qaeda – was ludicrous, he suggested: in 
conflicts everywhere, “guns are currency” Fisk said, and he predicted that if Americans 
weapons were sent to Syria, they would eventually end up in the hands of its enemies.
Over an hour and a half, the veteran correspondent also described everyday life in the 
Middle East – he lives in Beirut and speaks fluent Arabic – and recalled his spell as a 
correspondent in Northern Ireland in the early seventies.
Earlier in the evening, Fisk presented the 2013 Henry Cunningham Prize to Moville 
Community College student, Lorcan McClaren. The prize, which is funded by the Irish 
Government, commemorates Carndonagh teenager, Henry Cunningham, who was killed in 
a UVF ambush on a minibus outside Belfast 40 years ago. 
The annual essay competition is open to fourth Year students throughout Inishowen and 
this year’s entries were judged by the Director of the University of Ulster’s Transitional 
Justice Institute, Professor Bill Rolston. 

Paul O’Connor and Sara Duddy from the Pat Finucane Centre with Robert Fisk
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B I O G R A P H I E S  O F  C O N F E R E N C E 
C O N T R I B U T O R S

A N N E  C A D W A L L A D E R
Anne is a case-worker with the Pat Finucane Centre and in 2013 wrote the acclaimed, 
controversial and hugely successful exposé, Lethal Allies: British collusion in Ireland, 
which examined security force collusion with loyalists in Tyrone and Armagh. For 30 years 
Anne worked as a journalist for a variety of outlets, including the BBC, the Irish Press, 
RTÉ, Independent Network News, the Irish Echo (New York) and Reuters. Her first book, 
Holy Cross – The Untold Story, explored the background to the campaign of intimidation 
waged against schoolchildren at a North Belfast interface.

D R  P A T R I C K  C R O W L E Y
Irish academic Dr Patrick Crowley teaches at the School of Languages, Literatures and 
Cultures at University College Cork. In 2007 he wrote Pierre Michon: The Afterlife of 
Names and in 2011 he completed two co-edited volumes on Mediterranean Travels and 
Post-colonial Poetics. In the same year he was appointed General Editor of the Irish 
Journal of French Studies. He teaches a range of modules relating to post-colonial studies 
and is currently Government of Ireland Senior Research Fellow, awarded for his project, 
‘Algeria: Nation and Transnationalism 1988-2010’.

O K S A N A  C H E L Y S H E V A
Oksana Chelysheva is a journalist and former editor at the Russian Chechen Information 
Agency and also works for the Russian-Chechen Friendship Society. The Russian Chechen 
Friendship Society is an NGO based in Finland that monitors human rights violations in 
Chechnya and other parts of the North Caucasus. Oksana Chelysheva and her colleague 
Stanislav Dmitrievski were awarded the Amnesty International UK media award for 
“human rights journalism under threat” in 2006.

I A N  C O B A I N
Liverpool-born Ian Cobain is an investigative reporter with the Guardian and his inquiries 
into the UK’s involvement in torture since 9/11 have won him a clutch of major awards, 
including the Martha Gellhorn Prize, the Paul Foot Award for Investigative Journalism 
and several Amnesty International media awards. His first book, Cruel Britannia, which 
uncovered Britain’s secret history of torture, won the Paddy Power/Total Politics Debut 
Political Book of the Year.

V A L E N T I N A  D A S T O L I
Valentina Dastoli is a young Italian researcher, working on the recovery of historical 
memory of Spain and its dictatorial past. She graduated with honours from the Master 
Programme (Languages for International Cooperation) at Bari University. Her research 
paper was called “El duelo de la memoria. España: una transición sin fin” (The mourning 
of memory. Spain: a never-ending transition). The purpose of her research was to turn a 
critical eye on the Spanish transition to democracy and its politics of reconciliation.

T O N Y  D O H E R T Y
Tony Doherty was a founder member of the Bloody Sunday Justice Campaign. For 20 
years he campaigned for the second Bloody Sunday Inquiry, which ultimately exonerated 
the victims and brought a public apology from the British Prime Minister, David Cameron. 
Tony – a former Republican prisoner – was also instrumental in setting up the Pat 
Finucane Centre.  He is the General Manager of the Bogside and Brandywell Health 
Forum, an award-winning healthy living project based in Derry’s Brandywell area.
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A I D A  Y O L A N D A  A B E L L A  E S Q U I V E L
Aida is a former member of the Colombian National Assembly and a former President of 
the Unión Patriótica. She was also a leading trade unionist in Colombia until being forced 
into exile (she survived four murder attempts, including a rocket attack on her car). She 
was granted political asylum in Switzerland as a result of death threats from right-wing 
paramilitaries. Up to 5000 members of the Unión Patriótica were murdered in the 80s 
and 90s.

R O B E R T  F I S K
As the Independent’s Middle East correspondent for over thirty years, Robert Fisk holds 
more British and international journalism awards than any other foreign correspondent. 
He has been voted International Journalist of the Year seven times. An Arabic speaker, 
Fisk is one of few Western journalists to have interviewed Osama bin Laden, which he 
did on three occasions between 1993 and 1997. He is also the author of several books 
including The Great War for Civilisation: The Conquest of the Middle East, The Point of No 
Return: The Strike which Broke the British in Ulster and Pity the Nation: Lebanon at War.

D A N I E L  H O L D E R 
Daniel Holder has been the Deputy Director of CAJ (Committee on the Administration 
of Justice) since 2011. Prior to this he worked in the Northern Ireland Human Rights 
Commission’s policy team for five years, and before that led a migrant worker equality 
project run jointly by the South Tyrone Empowerment Programme and Dungannon District 
Council. He has also worked in Cuba for the University of Havana, the press agency 
Prensa Latina and the national broadcaster, ICRT.

A L A N  M C B R I D E
Alan’s wife Sharon, and his father-in-law John Frizell, were among the ten people killed 
when an IRA bomb exploded at a chip shop on the Shankill Road in 1993. Alan now sits 
on the board of Healing Through Remembering. This cross-community organisation was 
influenced by South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation process and is working to find an 
agreed way of dealing with the past in Northern Ireland. 

P R O F E S S O R  K I E R A N  M C E V O Y
Kieran McEvoy is Professor of Law and Transitional Justice at Queen’s University School of 
Law. He is also a former Director of the Institute of Criminology and Criminal Justice. He 
has written or co-written three books and co-edited six more.  Away from academia, he is 
a former chairperson of CAJ and a member of NIACRO’s Executive Committee. He is also 
an active member of Healing Through Remembering, and authored their 2006 report on 
options for truth recovery for Northern Ireland.

S U S A N  M C K A Y
Originally from Derry, Susan McKay was described by the late Mary Holland as “one of 
Ireland’s finest journalists”. She is the author of two critically acclaimed and bestselling 
books: Sophia’s Story (1998) and Northern Protestants - An Unsettled People (2000). 
Susan writes for the Irish Times and the Irish News and contributes regularly to news 
and arts programmes on RTÉ and the BBC. She has won numerous awards for her work, 
including Amnesty International (Irish Section) Print Journalist of the Year 2001.
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E L E N A  M O N I C E L L I 
Elena works with the Peace School Foundation of Monte Sole, which commemorates 
the 1944 massacre of around 800 people by Nazi soldiers and Italian fascists near 
Bologna. The Foundation promotes training and peace education projects, non-violent 
transformation of conflicts and respect for human rights. The Peace School is a member 
of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience.

A N D R É E  M U R P H Y
Andrée began working for Relatives For Justice as a volunteer when it opened its first 
office on Belfast’s Falls Road in 1999 and has since become its Deputy Director. Andrée 
has long advocated a particular focus on women in the debate on how to deal with our 
past and is committed to ensuring that those who have experienced the worst of the 
Irish conflict have the biggest say in how it is addressed. 

P R O F E S S O R  B I L L  R O L S T O N
Bill Rolston is the Director of the Transitional Justice Institute and Professor of Sociology 
at the University of Ulster. His research interests have been in the areas of popular 
political culture, in particular wall murals; community and voluntary politics in Northern 
Ireland; and the mass media. More recently he has focused on transitional justice, and 
in particular the legacy of the Northern Ireland conflict and the complexities involved in 
dealing with the past. 

L I A T  R O S E N B E R G
Liat belongs to Zochrot [Remembering], a group which campaigns on behalf of Palestinian 
victims of the conflict in the Middle East and of ongoing state violence. In particular, 
it advocates the need for Israeli-Jewish society to acknowledge and be accountable for 
“the ongoing injustices of the Nakba [Catastrophe]” (when the Israeli state was founded 
and hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were dispossessed of their land and homes). 
Zochrot believes the injustices of that period must be addressed if a better future is to 
be built for all the country’s inhabitants. 

E W A  S L U T Z K Y 
Ewa Slutzky is a board-member of HIJOS Holanda. H.I.J.O.S. is an organization of 
daughters and sons of ‘desaparecidos’ (disappeared people), political activists, and 
people forced into exile during the last Argentinian dictatorship. The group was formed 
in 1995 and made an early impact with a new form of public protest – ‘escraches’ (from 
the verb ‘escrachar’: ‘to reveal, to make public the face of a person who wants to go 
unnoticed’). Escraches are well covered by the media and aim to expose the identities of 
torturers and assassins who shelter behind impunity laws.
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Display by Pat Finucane Centre

Ian Cobain, Paul O’Connor, Daniel Holder, Valentina Dastoli, Elena Monicelli, Liat Rosenberg

Geraldine Finucane, Elena Monicelli, Ewa Slutzky, Susan McKay, Alan McBride and Liat Rosenberg

Panel speaking at the ‘Recovering Memory- Righting History’ session
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Alan McBride and Liat Rosenberg

Anne Cadwallader, Bill Rolston, Ian Cobain, Andree Murphy and Mark McGovern

Delegates at the conference

Delegates at the conference

Delegates at the conference

Kieran McEvoy and Robin Percival opening the conference Patrick Crowley and Ian Cobain

Elena Monicelli, Ewa Slutzky and Susan McKay
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Winner of the Henry Cunningham Prize Lorcan McClaren, with Paul McFadden and Robert Fisk

Valentina Dastoli

Valentina Dastoli, José Antonio Gutiérrez

Valentina Dastoli, José Antonio Gutiérrez, Aida 
Yolanda Abella Esquivel, Pat Crowley, Daniel 
Holder and Ian Cobain

Presentation outlined by Kieran McEvoy

Presentation by Ewa Slutzky from HIJOS

Tony Doherty speaking at the conference

Speakers outside the Guildhall in Derry
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Derry Office: 
Unit B8, Ráth Mór Centre, Bligh’s 

Lane, Derry, BT48 OLZ
T: (028) 7126 8846  
F: (028) 7126 6453 

e-mail: info@patfinucanecentre.org

Armagh: 
7 College St, Armagh BT61 9BT

T: (028) 37515191  
e-mail: armagh@patfinucanecentre.org

 

Dublin: 
T: (00353 1) 8554300  

e-mail: info@
dublinmonaghanbombings.org

European Union
European Regional
Development Fund
Investing in your Future

www.patfinucanecentre.org

02871267509/02871279439

Bloody Sunday Trust, 
c/o Museum of Free Derry, 55 Glenfada Park, Derry BT48 9DR

Tel: (028) 7136 0880 Fax: (028) 7138 0881
Email: admin@bloodysundaytrust.org

European Union
European Regional
Development Fund
Investing in your Future


